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‘by which such’a one is enabled to raise him- 































5 Ading to independence. We believe most of our 
inties lag ders will have seen that Credit has no’ necessa- 

4 ‘tendency to increase the amount of luxury, 

re sineaces and vice, but the contrary. We' have all 
im the seen then who in prosperous circumstances were 
yt e; temperate and economical—who were strug- 
some ig to tise in the world—until some whirlwind 
ot of ‘commercial revulsion, or some more restricted 
— calamity, as a hurricane, a fire, or an inundation, 


yed their’ property and prospects, leaving 
tham without hope of recovery. Stunned by the 
blow, we have known the very person who was last 
year so active, saving, ambitious, now indolent, 
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: reckless, prodigal, and perhaps intemperate—a 
‘Phish worthless if ait worse than worthless member of 
om sdtiety, He is only in name the man he was 
le too while his credit was unimpaired and his hopes un- 
good blighted. ‘Yet this man in his two stages affords a 
aaa very fair’example or contrast of the respective 
het Soap conditions of two different people among whom 
Bask BS it does and does not prevail—his former condi- 
‘is woned| tion is a type of England or America ; ‘his latter 
od, of Spain, Italy, Turkey, &c. where Credit is hard- 
a knowa. So firmly convinced are we of the jus- 


ze of this parallel, that we have undoubting faith 
‘that, were the Credit System of America, even 
mu} with all its vices and imperfections, put in opera- 
stren + tion in Italy but for a single generation, it would 
has fi trarisform two-thirds of the beggars and Lazzaro- 
: _niwho now swarm that fertile and favored but most 
wretehed country into industrious, useful and re- 
amg] spected citizens, and melt down its hundred petty 
tress) §6and. grinding despotisms into one essentially free, 
lyn} =e and happy commonwealth. 
1 Credit is, moreover, the proper and just reward 
of integrity and good conduct. T'wo young men 
start in the worl with equal advantages; but the 
strictly honest and upright—is prudent, tem- 
a a and faithful in all. things. ‘The other is 
spel just a3 honest as the law compels him to be, At 
i] the-end of ten or twenty years, the latter may have 
acéumulated twice as much property as the for- 
mer, yet he is virtually the poorer man. A fire or 
a flood may sweep away all he has, and he is ruin- 
ed; the other cannot_be wholly prostrated so long 
ashe is but true to . Calamity may over- 
yin @ him ; buf-he has in the confidence and esteem 
This telusw-altisond ‘the basis of a new compe- 
tence. And let no mat who -has by some unfore- 
seen disaster, bees overwhelmed with bankruptcy, 
believe himself reduced te beggary or despair. If 
his former career has = pene —_ a om 
f imtegrity, capacity and prompti heis wor 
door pau he whe commenced life yesterday 
ith & fair outset. Property may be lost without 
error; riches haye wings and prosperity is often 
delusive; but character outlives all mischances, 
and is lost only by the demerit, the folly, the fatui- 
of its possessor. : 
v— be says the reader—We all know and 
réciate the value and excellence of Credit— 
+ Saipan be overrated; but they have nothing 
to do with what is commonly denominated the 
Credit System. , 
¥ou are wrong, friend. Point to the country 
where poor men share any of the advantages of 
Credit where Credit is generally diffused, and we 
will show you a country which cherishes Banks 





et 


= 5 






if 


enh 


” 
k #9 one is 
10 ee 

y 

‘es or 


though it obviously is—will © a great step to- 
wards the een ancd, Trae tenes removes two 
objections—that founded on the partial, doled.out, 
or monopoly feature ef-ouroldesystem ; and that 
making against the uncertainwor imperfeet charac- 
ter of money issues, with no considerable basis of 
redemption but the promissory notes of individuals 
unknown to the public—and these notes not yet 
due, The new system would seém to offer a 
greater moral certainty of redemption than the old. 
But we can tell better after it is tried. The old 
Banking System has been in operation in: New 
York some forty or fifty years, and there has been 
issued under it—allowing each note to- be issued 
but once year, which is much below the fact— 
probally five hundred millions of dollars... And 

ow much has been lost meantime by the failure 
of New-York Banks? We think less than one 
million of dollars, which would not equal one-fifth 
of the wear and loss of coin in performing the 
same exchanges. How much would probably be 
lost in forty years more, under a vigilant and able 
administration of our Safety Fund System? Let 
us speak decently of the bridge which has: carried. 
us over in such comparative safety. The Safety 
Fund System has glaring faults, but they do. not 
destroy its efficiency as a financial regulation. Our 
Banking System generally has been faulty—in 
some respects, yicious—but it has had to encoun- 
ter powerful disturbing causes from abroad. Since 
it first grew up among us, the country has passed 
through great and trying embarrassments. © The 
last fifty years have-wituessed-the creation and de- 
struction of two National Banks, with:the violent 
convulsions which must necessarily’ 
those and other vital revolutions! in our fiman- 
cial policy. ‘The temporary tion of the Na- 
tional credit; the reception fora long time of ir~ 
redeemable paper by the Government; the Reso- 
lution of 1816 making specie-paying notes alone 
recéivable ; the convulsion of 1825; the Veto of 
1832; the Removal of the Deposites in 1833; the 
Gold Bill of 1834; the° great accumulation of 
Public Moneys; the Distribution to the States in 
1836; and the Currency War generally for the 
last’seven years—all these are incidents, which 
could not have failed to disturb any monetary oh 
tem. Within the current century the country has 
passed through two great political reyolutions— 
has been twice on the brink of disunion—and for 
three years engaged in a desolating war with the 
most formidable power in Europe. Let these 
weighty considerations be -fairlv taken into view, 
and let the reader judge for how many the Banks 
are responsible ; then let him contrast the actual 
increase of property—not in valuation but in 
amount, taking the labor which it required and not 
the dollars which it“W Said"to be worth, as the 
standard—let him contrast, we say, the increase 
of property in this country, under all these adverse 
circumstances, with the tmcrease for the corres 
ponding period in any hard money mings He 
may then, if he sees fit, dé¢laim against the sys- 
tem which has been pod Pana -<@ the enter- 
prise, the activity, and the well-directed industry, 
by which these results have been produced. 

— But Banks do fail. That is an evil, arising’ 
sometimes from injudicious management, some- 
times from knavery. It ought to bestrictly guard- 
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poses, another will soon spring up by ‘its side to 
limit its business and correct its errors. We have 
great faith in the efficacy of this principle: let us 
at least allow it a fair trial. 

— We have not done with the subject. 


EEE 


Vireinia.—It is no longer doubtfal that the 
-Whigs have succeeded in the recent Election in 
Virginia. _The Richmond Enquirer of last Tues- 
day week concedes a majority of 8 or 10 in the 
House of Delegates, but: thinks it will go much 
higher—probably 12to 16. We have not yet full 
returns from whichto form a tabular statement, and 
must be content with a more brief and general one 
—as follows: 

The Whigs have elected Delegates without op- 
position in Richmond City, 1; Norfolk 1, Peters- 
burg 1, Elizabeth City and Warwick 1, James 
City and Williamsburgh 1, Bedford 2, New Kent 
and Charles City 1, [Hon. John Tyler, late U. S. 
Senator] Richmond Cc. and Lancaster.1, Acco- 
mac 2, Norfolk Co. 2, Augusta 2, Greenbrier 1, 
Princess Anne.1, Cumberland 1, Northampton 1, 
and Ohio 1—in all 20.. Some of these have been 
closely contested and at times agaiust them hither- 
to. They have carried also the following, which 
were with them last year, but contested at this elec- 
tion: Nansemond 1, Gloucester 1, Loudoun 3, Jef- 
fersoni1, H ire 1, Caroline 1, Charlotte 1, 
Culpepper 1, Fauquier 3, Rappahannock 1, Pitt- 
sylvania 2, Rockbridge 1, and Berkeley 2—in all 
19 of this sort: ‘They have further gained where 

ates were against them last year, Henrico 1, 
Sou upton 1, Albemarle 2, Frederick, Jeffer- 
son 1, Hampshire 1, Amelia 1, [by a feud|in the 
Adm. party] Buckingham 2, Brunswick 1, Camp- 
bell 2, Greensville 1, Mecklenberg 1, Powhatan 1, 
Amberst 1, Fairfax 1, Rockbridge 1, Franklin 2, 
Monroe 1, and Marshall 1—in all 23 gained; mak- 
ing in all 62 ition Delegates, in the Counties 
heard from at Washington last Saturday. We be- 
lieve the entire Whig strength last year was 
but 44. 

On the other hand, the Administration party have 
carried in Surry 1, Chesterfield 1, Prince George 1, 
Ienberg 1, Hanowsr 1, King’ William 1, King snd 

rg ly, 1, King William 1, King 
Queen 1, Nelson 1, Prince Edward 1, Nottoway 
1, .Lunenb 1, Alleghany 1, Rockingham 2, 
Fluvanna 1, Middlesex and Matthews 1, Northum.. 
berland 1, Orange 1, Madison 1, Isle of Wight 1, 
Dinwiddie 1, Halifax.2, Botetourt.2, Shenandoah 
1, Frederick. 1, Spottsylvania 1, Brooke 1, Tyler, 
Greene 1, Monongalia 2, Harrison 2, and Grayson 1. 
It has gained in Stafford 1—making in all so far, 
40. Most of the papers put down Mr. Hooe of 
King George as,another gain, but without reason. 
This county is Opposition ten to one, and has been 
represented for some years by Mr. Hooe, who, 
though an ultra State Rights man of very peculiar 
views, makes conformity to the wishes of his con- 
stituents a cardinal.feature-of his Legislative 
course. He will doubtless votefor a Whig United 
States Senator, considering himself so instructed ; 


‘but we have not put him down in either list. Coun- 


ties electing about thirty-five Delegates are yet 


‘to be heard from; but they cannot vary the result, 


though they will probably reduce the majortty. 
It will be seen that Hampshire, which was last 
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year divided, elects two Whigs; Mecklenburg, 
jast year Adm. is now divided. [Vote for President, 
V. B. 420, Whig 206.] Frederick last year chose 
2 Adm. Delegates, but one died, and a Conserva- 
tive was chosen. Now the Conservative is return- 
ed by Whig votes with a Whig colleague, by over 
100 majority. [Vote for President V. B. 518, 
Whig 281.] Strictly, 1 in Frederick, 1 in Madi- 
son, 1 in Orange, 1 in Spottsylvania, 1 in Louisa, 
1 in Prince Edward, and 2 in Bottetourt, with sev- 
eral others, ought to be put in a separate list as 
Conservatives ; but the Adininistration list is hard- 
ly large enough for division. These are by no 
means the only Conservatives elected; we distin- 
guish them as chosen on that ground in opposition 
to Sub-Treasury candidates. 

We have put down Mr. Botts in Henrico as a 
Whig gain. His opponent was returned by a 
handsome majority last April; but Mr. Botts con- 
tested, and, on a scrutiny of the poll, enough votes 
were rejectnd to make a tie. The Sheriff of the 
County was then called to give the casting vote, 
which he did in favor of Botts, who was thereupon 
admitted to the seat. The vote now stands for 
Botts 346, Whiting 305—majority 41. 

Westmoreland, the County of WasHINeTon, 
returns a Whig as usual—the voters being three to 
one that way. Albemarle, the county of Jerrer- 
SON, returns two Whigs by 100 majority, over the 
fate Delegates, one of whom is Sub-Treasury and, 
the other a Conservative (Mr. A. Rives, brother of 
the U. S. Senator,) who in vain united their forces 
for this contest. Orange, the county of Mapison, 
returns a Conservative, and gives Slaughter, Whig, 
99 majority for Congress. Loudoun, the county 
of Mowrog, returns three Whigs by large majori- 
ties, according to its uniform custom. John Ran- 
dolph’s old Congressional District returns all 
Whigs but one, and he is a Conservative. Buck- 
ingham, noted as the County which always gave 
every vote for Mr. Jefferson, elects two igs. 
|For President, V. B. 468, Whig 297.] 

The Seuate will stand about as last year—21 
Administration, including Conservatives, to 11 
Whigs. Only eight of the thirty-two Members 
were elected this year, and this by one-fourth of 
the States, instead of all, as in this State. In the 
Norfolk District, a Whig succeeds a Whig. In 
the Hanover District, E. Fontaine, Adm. is re- 
elected. In the Loudoun District. Wm. M’Car- 
thy, Whig, is re-elected. In the Brunswick Dis- 
trict, Col. J. B. Mallory, a Conservative and oppo- 
ser of the Expnnging Resolutions, is elected by 9 
majority over Dr. E. P. Scott, Sub-Treasur. Col. 
Mallary was supported mainly by the Whigs. In 
the Ohio District, M. C. Good, Adm. is elected by 
200 majority in place of Col. Parriott, Whig, who 
run in at a special election last fall, in place of an 
Administration man, deceased. In the Bottetourt 
District, J. F. Anderson, Conservative, has beaten 
Burnside, Sub-Treasury. 

In the Spottsylvania Congressional District, (late 
Mr. Patton’s,) Hon. Linn Banxs, (Adm.) for 
some years past Speaker of the House of Dele- 
gates, has beaten Daniel F. Slaughter, (Whig,) by 
28 votes or thereabouts. Mr. Slaughter had ma- 
jorities in Spottsylvania, 114, Orange 99, Culpep- 
per 162, and Rappahannock, reported 110, but 
since found to fall below 90, which ensures his de- 
feat. Mr. Banks had majorities only in the new 
County ot Gree, 111, (nearly all the votes;) and 
his own County of Madison, which gave him 360! 
—being more, if we mistake not, than the whole 
vote of the County on any former occasion. Mr. 
Banks has been for some years in public life, and 
enjoys great personal popularity; Mr. Slaughter, 
we believe, was formerly in the State Senate, and 
run out. This District gave 1413 Van Buren and 
871 Whig votes at the last Presidential Election. 





Connecticut.—The new Legislature conven- 
ed New-Haven on Wednesday of last week. The 
House organized by the election of Wm. W. 
Boardman (Whig) of New-Haven, as Speaker, 
having 146 votes to 37 for C. F. Cleveland, Adm. 
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106. Inthe Senate, John A. Rockwell, Whig, 
who had been excluded from the return by a mis- 
take of certain town officers, who omitted the A, 
in his name, was admitted to the seat, without op- 
position: So the Senate, chosen by Districts, 
stands 20 Whig, 1 Adm. (Mr. Bowers, of Middle- 
town.) The Canvassing Committee reported that 
the whole number of votes properly returned for 
Governor was 50,101, of which Wm. W. Ells- 
worth, Whig, had 27,115, or 4,129 more than the 
united vote of Seth P. Beers, Adm. Elisha Phelps, 
Conservative, and the Scattering. The Whig 
Lieutenant Governor, Charles Hawley, Treasurer, 
Hiram Rider, and Comptroller, Henry Kilbourn, 
are elected by similar majorities. For Secretary, 
Royal R. Hinman, supported by both Whigs and 
Conservatives, has 6,937 majority. 

Gov. Elisworth delivered his Message in person 
on the following day. It is a warmly political doc- 
ument. 





MB. PATTON'S LETTER. 

We trust none of our readers will neglect to pe- 
ruse the letter of Hon. Jonn M. Parron of Vir- 
ginia to his constituents, on resigning the seat in 
Congress which he has so ably filled for the last 
ten years. Such has been the independence—or, 
if you please, eccentricity of Mr. Patton’s course, 
that his review of the political conflicts of the last 
ten years is eminently calculated to assuage the 
bitterness of party feeling. As a comprehensive 
history of the politics of the day, it is a document 
of strong interest. Few of our readers will concur 
with Mr. P. in all his views—we certainly do not— 
but they will not the less respect his frankness and 
acknowledge his ability. 

Mr. Patton, though not an old man, belongs to 
the elder class of Virginia statesmen, being a 
‘State Rights’ man of the school of Jefferson, of 
whom he is a pupil and an ardent admirer. The 
District he has for ten years represented is honor- 
ed by the birth and residence, and hallowed by the 
grave of Madison, by whom it was represented in 
the Convention which framed the Federal Consti- 
tution, and afterward, if we mistake not, in Con- 
gress. Mr. Patton has sustained a commanding 
position in Congress from his first appearance in 
that body, and leaves it with the respect and es- 
teem of all parties. 





Ruope Istanp.—The Legislature of this State 
convened at Newport on Wednesday of last week. 
George Curtis, Esq. (Whig) was elected Speaker 
of the House without opposition. The votes for 
State officers were then counted and declared, as 


follows: 
Whig. Administration. 
Governor ....William Sprague, 3,984 John Brown Francis 3604 
Maj. for Sprague over Francis, 480; Scattering (Whig) 99. 
Lieut. Gov.....Joseph Childs ..4,138 Benj. B. Thurston . .3,461 
j. for Childs over Thurston; 677; Scattering 15. 


For Senators, (ten) the entire Whig ticket is 
elected by an average majority of 872: the Whig 
majority for Governor and Lieutenant having been 
reduced by the comparative high popularity of Gov. 
Francis and unpopularity of Mr. Sone. The 
House consists of 72 members, of whom 45 were 


Whig and 27 Administration—making the Whig | !=die™ 


majority in joint ballot 29, including the vote of 
the Lieutenant Governor, who presides in the 
Senate and votes. Last year, the majority in joint 
ballot was 41 the other way. A United States 
Senator will probably be elected by this Legisla- 
ture, in place of Hon. Asher Robbins, (Whig, 
whose term expires on the 4th of March next. 


~— 





Baltimore Election.—The paragraph in our last 
respecting the recent Election in Baltimore was 
put in type in the absence of the Editor, and is 
full of glaring errors. The name of the Adminis- 
tration candidate was misprinted Morrill instead of 
Marriott, and his vote was left out altogether. 


The following is the corrected statement : 
1838. Kennedy, Whig. Marriott, Adm. °3'Y, Kennedy, M’Kim. 
«5957 5337 1 


Baltimore City ...5957..........5337....0.e00 5794. ..06 603 
Aune Arundel Co..1052.....- Bins GBB idc tvicck 1027. ..... 960 
Antapolis...0.0.- L4derceeeeees IBbsecseeeses 131. ..++. 144 
Total ...... 7153. ..+. +0+6-6201........4. 6952...... 7135 
Kennedy’s maj, 862 ; Mae's last year, 1 
ce. @ 


Mr. Jesse Hoyt, the new Collector of Customs 
for the Port of New-York, removed cighty-nine 
of his subordinate officers and appointed ninety. 
five others in their places on the 1st of May. The 
removed were of course the Whigs, Conservatives, 
and those indifferent to politics, who had been re- 
tained by Mr. Swartwout, or had got into office 
under him, on other than political considerations ; 
the appointed are the most active and efficient 
Ward electioneerers and drill-sergeants in the city, 
including Alex. Ming, jr. Geo. W. Matsell, &ec:; 
&c. of the original Loco-Foco party, anda num- 
ber of Irishmen—some of whom have been but 
few years in the country. Of course, those who 
are turned out do not relish the operation at all; 
and there are a great many others of the same way, 
of thinking. The fact that unexceptionable Amer. 
icans were turned out to make room for those es- 
teemed foreigners is strongly complained of; and 
the circumstance that several of the few tide- 
waiters have been prominent members of the Tam- 
many Free Enquirers or Infidel Association, estab- 
lished under the auspices of Fanny Wright and 
Robert Dale Owen, is also brought strongly into 
view. The Common Council of New-York are 
expo’ to retaliate by removing from office eve 
Administration man within their reach.—This is a 
a bad business, in our judgement. 

Congress did little worth recording last week, 
beyond the action op Mr. Cray’s Resolution, of 
which we have given an account. In the House 
the debate on the Duel Report consumed the 
whole time, except what was given to the horse- 
races in the vicinity. On Thursday, both branches 
adjourned over, to have their carpeting taken up, 
and the halls put in summer order. It is to, be 
hoped they do not mean to sit tilldog-days. The 
Treasury is bankrupt already. 


EE 
THE ELECTIONS OF 1836, ’37 AND ’38 

Since Mr. Van Buren’s Inauguration as President on the 
4th of March, 1837, there have been General Elections in 
twenty-one of the twenty-six States which compose the 
Federal Union—Maryland, Mississippi, Michigan, New- 
Hampshire and Connecticut, have held two electionseach— 
Rhode Island, three. Virginia held an election last April, 
but the result was such that it could not be presented in a 
tabular form; which is of little consequence—it indicates 
no change of opinion from the Presidential contest. "The 
same of Ohio. The States of Delaware, South Carolina, 
Louisiana, Missouri, and Illinois, have held no General 
Elections since 1836. The following table presents. the 
vote of all the States which have held elections since 1836— 
the right hand columns giving the vote at the last State 
Election; the left, that of the Presidential contest—No- 
vember, 1836: : 





States. Administ’n. Opposition. 
Nae 0+ casio eneee 15, 
New-Hampshire . 2 
Vermont ........ 14, 
Massachusetts ... 
Rhode Island .... 
Connecticut .... 19,284 
pour dork oveses Py 
ew-Jersey ..... 25, Serre). sae “ . 
Pennsylvania .... 91,475.....- DekEl~ vapce 91,182. ..... 85,890 
Maryland........ 22,168;..... 25,852 about 23,000. ..... 25,000 
North Carolina .. 26,910...... 23,368. ..... 30,000;..... 35,000 
Georgia ......... 104. ...4. 24,786. ..... 32,417. «00. 34,179 
Kentucky 33,455. 005s FFG. SNS . 4745 
indiana......«+.. 32,478. .o00e 41,281. ..... 28,125. - 53, 
Tennessee....... 26,120. ..-+- 35,962. ...-- 33,60€...... 53,4 
Alabama ........ 20,506. ..... 15,612. ..... Q,SOC2 252. Vi,7 
Mississippi ...-.. 9,979. ....% 9,688.). 4006 12,823.si06. 19,6°9>" 
Arkansus ....+-.+ 2400, ..e0e 1,8BBircece 2,745.,-06+. 1,88 
Totalin 18 States, 591,128. .....571,518...... 604,325...... 714,813 
Van Buren maj. Nov. ’36, 19,610. Whig maj. last elections, 110,488 


The table of votes at the latest elections have been :o n- 

iled with great care, but may be not entirely. correct, 
They are near enough, however, for all puryoses. We have 
not yet the official return from Rhode Islnd: the average 
Whig majority there is something higher than wé luve 
placed it. { New Yorker, April’21. 


Virgil D. Parris, Esq. (Adm.) has probably bee: elect 





ed to Congress from the Oxford District, Maine, in place ~ 


of Hon. Timothy J. Carter, deceased. ‘The vote of abott 
40 towns gives Parris 3,516 votes; Long, (Whig) 3,274; 
scattering 283—making a majority of 41 agwinee is #0 
far, as in Maine the scattering votes count agninet achoice. 
The remaining towns gave a majority of 365, for Parks, 


tember, there was a majority of about 1200 for Parks. 
Adm. in this District ; now the Adm. majority will ba + 





exceed 600. The vote is hardly so full now as then 





Adm. last fall, and will bring Mr. Parris up. Last Sep-. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
IN SENATE............ Monnay, April 30. 

Mr. Cray wished to make an inquiry of the Chairman 
of the Committee on Finance. Mr. C. said he had no 

of the concurrence of the Honorable Chairman of 
that Committee, that we had arrived at a very important 
momezt in the monetary affairs of the country. Some of 
the Banks in Boston and New-York had resumed specie 
pa ts, and others would probably follow this good ex- 
ample in the course of a few days; and Mr. C. hoped it 
would be generally done, at least as far as the banks were 
able ; though he was aware that some of them were not 
pared. Mr. C. wished, therefore, to ascertain of the 
tenon of the Committee on Finance, whether there was 
before that Committee, or whether the Executive -had any 
intention to bring forward any measure of any description 
other. than that which now lay on the table in the other 
House; with a view to aid, strengthen, and encourage the 
banks in the resumption and continuance of specie pay- 
ments. If there was no intention in the Committee or Ex- 
ecutive branch of the Government to do any thing on this 
subject, thus leaving the banks to go on unaided in this op- 
eration, it might be the duty of others to suggest some mea- 
sure for this desirable purpose. 

Mr. Wright said there was nothing on the subject before 
the Committee which had not been referred to them by the 
Senate, and of that there was nothing on which they had 
not already reported. As to what the Executive was doing, 
or intended to do, Mr. W. was as ignorant as the Senator 
from Kentucky, and he had nothing to say on that subject. 

Mr. Clay said, that being the state of the case, that, as 
faras the Honorable Chairman knew on the subject, nei- 
ther the Committee on Finance nor the Executive designed 
to bring forward any measure, he would now offer the fol- 
joint resolution: 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
‘ tives.of the United States in Congress assembled, That 
‘no discrimination shall be as to the currency or me- 
‘dium of payment, in the several branches of the Public 
‘ Revenue, or in debts or dues tothe Government ; and that, 
‘ until otherwise ordered by Congress, the notes of sound 
‘banks which are payable and paid on demand in the legal 
‘ currency of the United States, under suitable restrictions, 
‘to be forthwith prescribed and promulgated by the Secre- 
‘tary of the Treasury, shall be received in payment of the 
‘revenue and of debts and dues to the Government, and 
‘shall be subsequently disbursed, in a course of public ex- 
‘ penditure, to all public creditors who are willing to receive 





Mr. Grundy said he wished to draw the attention of the 
Senator from Kentucky to a single point, namely, whether 
the resolution ought not to be restricted in its operation to 
banks in the vicinity of the places where the revenue was to 
be received. 

Mr. Clay said he did not enter into details in drawing 
the resolution; this point would come up when they should 
consider it. But if the Senator had more fully attended to 
the reading of the resolution, he would have seen that it 

ided that the notes were not required by it to be receiv- 
ed without limitation, but under such suitable regulations 
as should be published and promulgated by the Secretary 
ot the Treasury: “This discretion im the Secretary of the 
Treasury would be amply sufficient to meet all cases; but 
this subject would of course come up when they should con- 
sider the resolution. 

Mr. Grundy was understood to say that he had merely 
desired to call the attention of the Senator to this point, 
that he might consider whether the resolution should not 
be so worded as to give the Secretary express power on 
this point. 

The resolution was now read, and ordered to a second 


reading. 
Wepnespay, May 2. 

The above resolution having been read a second time, 
Mr. Wright moved that.it be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. This motion led to an animated debate, which 
lasted till4 o’clock. Thereference was advocated by Messrs. 
Wright, Calhoun, Benton, Niles, Buchanan and King, on 
the ground of usage in regard to all propositions of impor- 
tance originating with individual members, and also for the 
of ascertaining how far it might or might not con- 
tlict with existing laws, &c. ; and it was opposed by Messrs, 
Clay, Davis, Preston and Tipton, om the ground that the 
resolution; being free from details, did not require a refer- 
ence ; that the reference proposed was to a Committee hos- 
tile to the resolution, that it would produce delay, &c. &c. 
The question on the reference being at length taken, was 

carried in the affirmative ; yeas 28, nays 19, as follows: 
Yes—Messts. Allon, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, aon mag A ramp eg em 
cholar, orv: re ©, 
oo nericc pauthot Ct, Trotter, Wall, Williams, Wright, 


Young—28. . 
Navs—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Merrick, P , Rives, Robbins R 
of lnd., Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Web- 
White—19. , 


, Senate then adjourned. 


————— ee en ee | ey Pe 





Indian Territory.—The prominent measures before the 
Senate, was a bill nominally for the security and tion 
of the emigrant Indians west of the States. is is but 
the Bill which is in fact intended to establish a Territorial 
Government west of the Mississippi, with a view of forming 
all the tribes there into a confederacy of their own—a civil 
Territorial Government to be represented in Territorial 
council, and by a Delegate at Washi . The Bill pro- 
poses to secure property to the Indians as in the States, 
and to protect the Indian ‘in the possession of his property 
as well, and in the same manner, as the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States. The Senate have agreed to call this Territory 
the ‘ Neosho Territory,’—Neosho being the Indian name of. 
a Prince, and signifying ‘Clear Water.’ The Bill is, and 
is designed to be, a philanthropic measure—to civilize the 
Indian—to encourage industry by the establishment. of a 
civil Government—to introduce among them the means of 
education and refinement—to make them ier and bet- 
ter. It is a glorious measure, and one which Mr. Critten- 
den the other day in debate said, he had rather have origi- 
nated than any Bill which has been brought before Congress 
since he had the honor of a seat there,—some twelve or 
fourteen years. The Bill was ordered to be engrossed to- 
day: 30 to6. Nays—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Niles, Norvell—6. 





THE MAINE BOUNDARY QUESTION. 

From the New-York Herald we obtain information that 
in the London Morning Post of April 6th, there is printed 
an interesting State Paper, being a de h from Lord 
PatMeERsTON, the Foreign Minister, to Mr. Fox, the Brit- 
ish Envoy at Washington. It recapitulates all the proceed- 
ings that have hitherto taken place on the N tern 
Boundary question, cites the award of the King of the 
Netherlands, expresses the readiness of the British Minis- 
try to join with this country in sending out a commission 
to make local surveys on which te ground a conventional 
line ; but declines doing any thing at all, unless the State 
of Maine be a party to the survey and settlement. This 
presents the question in a new light, and an important one, 
tor by our Constitution the Federal Government alone is 
authorised to make treaties and establish the limits of the 
United States. This country heretofore the refer- 
ence, and the King of the Netherlands as referee, but we 
objected to the mezzo:termine awarded by that sovoreign 
arbiter Great Britain now invites us to come to the solu- 
tion of the difficulty with full powers, and that all the 
ties interested (Maine included as one of them) be 
concerned in the adjudication, so that there be no 
more demurrers or difficulties of any kind. The despatch 
is dated the 19th November, 1837. 

The contents of this despatch had ly not been 
made known to this Government as late as the 25th of 
January last, for no mention is made of it in a report of 
the Secretary of State of that date, transmitted toCongress 
by the President of the United States, in compliance with 
a request from the House of Representatives, which was 
accompanied by a mass of documents, embracing all the 
‘correspondence or communication held between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and that of Great Britain, at 
different times, respecting the Wardenship, occupation, or 
actual possession, of that of the territory of the State 
of Maine which is claimed by Great Britain.” 

The latest document in that volume of papers is an ex- 
tract of a letter from Mr. Stevenson, our Minister to 
London, to Mr. Secretary Forsrtu, dated 22d November, 
1837, enclosing a copy of a letter addressed by Mr. Stx- 
VENsON to Lord PaLmerston on the 8th of November, 
to which on the 22d he had not received an answer, but 
was expecting one. [Nat. Intel. 


CHEROKEE WRONGS. 

It may be too late to benefit the poor Cherokees by pub- 
lishing the recitals of the wrongs done them by our & - 
ernment, which has ceased to be just or humane towards 
the red man; but the facts should be known, that at least 
the tear of sympathy may be excited, though it he unavail- 
ing. The following is part of a memorial of John Ross, 
and seven other Cherokees, presented to Congress in June, 
1836. About 1833, the Cherokee lands were parcelled out 
to the inhabitants of Georgia by lottery, and those portions 
which had been cultivated by the Indians, were eagerly 
sought after by speculators, and purchased of those who 
were so lucky as to draw these prizes. The extracts fol- 
lowing, describe the manner in which some of the Chero- 
kees were driven from their homes and cultivated lands, to 
make room for these craven s 


| thing more than another, for which this nation deserves the 


judgements of heaven, it is for their cruel—their more 
than barbarous treatment of the Indians. 

Mr. John Ross, the principal chief of the Cherokees, 
was at Washington city, on business of his nation.— 
hoy he returned, he igs gs tll show 10 o’clock at 
night, to reach his family; to his gate; saw a ser- 
vant he believed to be hie puapy Benn g and ordered 
his horse to be taken; went in, and to his utter astonish- 
ment found himself a stranger in his own house, his family 


tors. If there is one |? 
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having been driven out» some days before to seek a neW 
home. A thought then flitted across his mind, that h® 
could not, under all the circumstances of his situation, re- 
cuncile it to himself to tarry all night under the roof of his 
own house as a stranger, the new host of that house being 
a tenant of that mercenary band of Georgia speculators, at 
whose instance his helpless family had been turned out and 
made homeless. Upon reflecting, however, that ‘‘ man is 
born unto trouble,” Mr. Ross at once concluded to take up 
odgings there for the night, and to console himself under 
the conviction of having met-his afflictions and trials in a 
manner consistent with every principle of moral obligation 
towards himself and family, his country and his God. On 
the next morning he arose early and went out into the yard, 
and saw some straggling herds of his cattle and sheep gra- 
zing about the place, and his corn undisposed of. In cast- 
ing a look up into the wide spreading branches of a majes- 
tic oak, standing within the enclosure of the garden, and 
which overshadows the spot where lie the remains of his 
dear babe, and most beloved and affectionate father, he 
there saw perched upon its boughs, the flock of beautiful 
pea-fowls, once the matron’s care and delight, but now left 
to destruction, and neyer more tobe seen. He ordered his 
horse, paid his bill, arid departed in search of his family. 
After travelling amid heavy rains, he bad the happiness of 
overtaking them on the road, bound for some place of re- 
fuge within the limits of Tennessee. Thus. have his hou- 
ses, farm, public ferries, and other property, been seized 
and wrested from him. 

Mr. Richard Taylor was also at Washington, and in his 
absence, his family was threatened with expulsion, and 
compelled to give two hundred dollars for leave to remain 
at home for a few months only. This is the ‘ real human- 
ity’ the Cherokees were shown by the real or pretended 
authorities of Georgia, ‘ disavowing any selfish or sinister 
motives towards them.’ 

Mr. Joseph Vann, also, a native Cherokee, was a man 
of great wealth ; he had about eight hundred acres of land 
in-cultivation ; had made extensive improvements, consist- 
ing in parte of a brick house costing ten thousand dollars, 
mills, kitchens, negro houses, and ether buildings. He had 
fine gardens, and extensive.apple and peach orchards. His 
business was so extensive that he was compelled to employ 
an overseer and other agents. In the fall of 1833, he was 
called from home, but before leaving, made a conditional 
contract with a Mr. Howell, a white man, to oversee for 
him in the year 1834, to commence on the first day of Jan- 
uary of that year. He returned about the 28th or 29th of 
December, 1833, and learning that Georgia had prohibited 
any Cherokee from hiring a white man, told Mr. Howell 
he did not want his services. Yet Mr. Bishop, the State 
agent, represented to the authorities of Georgia, that Mr. 
Vann violated the laws of that State, by hiring a white 
man, had forfeited his right of occupancy, and that a zrant 
ought to issue for his lands. There were conflicting claims 
under Georgia, for his possessions. A Mr. Riley pretend- 
ed a claim, and took sion of the upper part of the 
dwelling-house, armed for battle. Mr. Bishop, the State 
agent, and his party, came to take possession, and between 
them and Riley a fight commenced, and from twenty to fifty 
guns were fired into the house. While this was going on, 
Mr. Vann gathered his trembling wife and children into a 
room for safety. Riley could not be dislodged from his 
position up stairs, even after being wounded, and Bishop's 
party finally set fire to the house. Riley surrendered, and 
the fire was extinguished. Mr. Vann and his family were 
then driven out, unpre , in the dead of winter, and 
snow upon the ground, through which they were compelled 
to wade, and to take shelter -within the limits of Tennes- 
see, in an open log cabin, upon a dirt floor, and Bishop put 
his brother in possession of Mr. Vann’s house. This Mr. 
Vann is the same, who, when a boy, volunteered as a private 
soldier in the Cherokee regiment, in the service of the Uni- 
ted States in the Creek war, and periled his life in crossing 
the river at the battle of the Horse Shoe. What has been 
his reward ? 





From Texas.—By the steam packet Columbia, Captain 
Wright, thirty-seven hours from Galveston, we have copies 
of the Houston Telegraph to the 21st instant, extracts from 
which will be fuund in another column. 
Congress met on the 9th instant, and was opened with 
an address by the Vice President, M. B. Lamar. Presi- 
deut Heuston was prevented, by severe indisposition, froin 
making his communication in person. 
The. most important item which we can glean from the 

c is a resolution in the Senate on the 17th, pro- 
posing to withdraw, unconditionally, the petition for an- 
nexation to the United States. 

em he was 'laid-on the table; but private letters 
reesived in this city by the Columbia, state that it subse- 
quently passed that body, 

We trust that this rumor is unfounded. We are loth to 
believe that the Texian Government, or any branch of it, 
would act with so much precipitancy in a matter so impor- 
tant in ite relations—affecting, either for weal or woe, all 
the future history of that Republic. 





(N. O. Bulletin, Apri! 28. 
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REPORT 


OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE STATE 
PRINTING. 

Mr. P. B. Porter, from the Select Committee 
appointed by a Resolution of this House of the 
19th of February, upon so much of such resolu- 
tion as requires them “‘to inquire into and report 
to this House, the tenure by which the office of 
Printer to the State is held, and whether the same 
requires any alteration; and that the said Commit- 
tee also ascertain and report the Contracts for the 
State Printing now in force, if any, and the terms 
and conditions on which the same is executed,” 
REPORTS: 

That the State Printer is the only one of the State offi- 
cers denominated by the statute ‘‘ Executive Officers,” who 
is required to be appointed by law, thus making the tenure 
of the office perpetual, without special enactment of the 
Legislature. This, yoyr Committee consider to be con- 
trary to the genius of our republican institutions, which 
seem to require that all Executive Officers should have 
their duties well defined, and their duration limited to some 
fixed period. 

Your Committee believe that this view of the subject is 
particularly applicable to the offcs of State Printer—a sit- 


uation which seems only to require in the discharge of its | pa 


duties,such indus ry, integrity ard mechanical skill as'may be 
necessary to insure their prompt and accurate execution; 
and 1s an office which should, by periodical intment of 
the incumbent, be left open to competition, to the ac- 
tion of the sound republican maxim of rotation in office. 

In addition to this general view of the subject, there is 
another reason which influences your Committee in recom- 
mending a change in the manner of appointing the State 
Printer ; which is, that in conformity with a joint fesolu- 
tion of the two Houses, owe February 25th, 1829, the 
then Comptroller (Silas Wright) and Secretary of State 
(A. C. Flagg) entered into a contract for the Legislative 
Printing, wita the then and present incumbent of the office 
of State Printer, Edwin Croswell, which contract is bind- 
ing so long as Mr. Croswell shall continue to hold the office 
of State Printer, nnless he shall consent to a modification. 
The State has no power to rescind or modify it, except by 
action upon the tenure of the office, or by the’ removal by 
law of the incumbent. This contract (a copy of which is 
hereunto annexed, ) your Committee believe to be exceed- 
ingly disadvantageous to the State, and takes-frorn the 
Treasury annually a large sum of money more than would 
be a fair compensation tor the services. 

Ry reference to the document, it will be seen that the 
State Printer is to receive for printing every eight pages of 
documents and reports, and other printing ordered to be 
done by either of the Houses of the Legislature, each 
of the said printing to contain one thousand five hundred 
and forty ems, the sum of $9 864, for wo hundred and fif- 
ty copies, and in the same proportion. for a greater or 
less number. Of this allowance, though high for the first 
250 copies, your Committee do not complain, but the al- 
lowance at the same rate for the additional copies is con- 
sidered enormous. In order to show the effect of this 
mode af charging, your Committee procured from the office 
of the Cemptrolier a copy of the State Printer’s accouut 
for legislative printing for the last session of the Legisla- 
ture: the whole amount of this bill is $24,464 27, of 
which sum $17,881 38 was for Printing Senate and Assem- 
bly Documents. The first charge in the bill is for printing 
Message from the Governor, 30 pages, 2,670 copies, 
$395 04. This computation is made according to the 
contract, and your Committee believe is what the State 
Printer has a right to charge according to contract. 

In order that the benefit of the opinion of a practical 
printer might be had, one of the C ittee add da 
note to Messrs. E. W. & C. Skinner printers, of this‘city, 
enclosing a specimen of the legislative documents, and en- 
quiring what would be a fair price for printing 2,670 copies 
of a pamphlet of thirty pages, of a size equal to the speci- 
men. ‘The Messrs. Skinners replied, that their charge for 
printing such a document, would be $128 ; making a differ- 
ence between their charge and the amount paidto the State 
Printer of $267 04 for printing the Govérnor’s Message! 
and showing that the State Printer received. for printing 
that document three times as much assit was worth. Your 
Committee, astonished at the enormous results of this rate 
of charging, one of their number proceeded, with the as* 
sistance of a practical printer, to examine-each item of the 
bill for printing Senate and Assembly Documents’ for the 
year 1837, and after allowing the State Printerhis contract 
price for tae first 250 copies of each document, and a sum 
considerably more liberal than the charge of the Messrs. 
Sinners for the additional number of each document, he 
found that by the bill paid to the State Printer for such docu 
ments, amounting to the sum. of $17,881 38, he had re- 
ceived six thousand dollars more than would. be'a liberal 

compensation for his services. 
Your Committee, therefore, impressed with the belief 
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that thére is no good reason for a distinction in the manner 
of appointing State Printer and other Executive Officers ; 
and believing that as the only means the Legislature has 
réserved to itself to relieve the State from a most unfortu- 
nate and disadvantageous contract by which it is now 
bound, ask leave to introduce a bill relative to the appoint- 
ment of State Printer. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 


THE CONTRACT. 

This indenture, made this 16th day of September, in the 
year of our Lord thousand eight hundred and thirty, be- 
tween Edwin Croswell, State Printer, and Azariah C. 
Flagg, Secretary of State, and Silas Wright, Junior, Comp- 
troller of the said State, of the second part, witnesseth: 
that the said party of the first part covenants and agrees 
to do'and perform all the printing ordered to be done by 
the Legislature of the mts State during the continuance of 
the said party of the first part in his said office of State 
Printer, and during the continuance in form of the joint 
resolution of the Senateand Assembly of the twenty-fifth 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine ; 
the said printing to comprise the journals, reports and 
documents ordered to be printed by either of the Houses 
of the said Legislature, at the.rates. and upon the terms 
and for the compensation hereinafter particularly specified 
and agreed to be paid by the said parties of the second 

rt. 


In consideration whereof, and in conformity with the 
terms and directions of the joint resolution of the Senate 
and Assembly of the twenty-fifth day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, the said parties of 
nd part covenant and agree, that the said y of 
the first part shall be paid out of the Treasury of “ said 
State, for doing the printing aforesaid, and covenanted and 
agreed to be done, at the following rates or prices, to 
wit: 

First.—For printing every eight pages of documents and 
other printing, ordered to be done by either of the said 
Houses of the Legislature, each page of the said printing 
to contain one thousand five hundred and forty ems, the 
party of the first me is to receive the sum of nine dollars 
and eighty-six and a half cents for two hundred and fifty 
copies, and in the same proportion for a greater or less 
number ; and the same rate only is to be charged for rule 
and figure work which is above stipulated and agreed to 
be paid for the plain printing. The communications from 
the Governor, and the Reports of Committees and of the 
public officers only are to be leaded, and no documents, 
either printed separately or appended to any such commu- 
nication or report, are to be leaded. 

Second.—F or printing every eight pages of the journals 
of the Senate and Assembly, each page to contain one 
thousand five hundred and forty ems, the said party of the 
first part is to reccive the sum of elcven dollars and eleven 
cents for three hundred arid twelve copies; and no part of 
the said journals are to be leaded; and all of the said 
printing is to be done in the form and manner prescribed 
and pointed out by the said joint resolution of the Senate 
and Assembly of the twenty-fifth day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine. 

Third.—F or folding and stitching each signature of the 
said printing, the said party of the first part is to receive 
the sum of fifty cents and no more, to be paid in addition 
to the prices above stipulated to be paid for the said 
printing. 

Lastly.—It is further mutually covenanted and agreed 
by and between the said parties to these presents, that this 
contract shall be construed so as to embrace the whole of 
the printing done for the last session of the Legislature, 
of the descriptions embraced by this contract, and that that 
printing shall be paid for according to the prices herein 
stipulated. The price above stipulated for the folding and 
stitching, is to be understood as applying to each signature 
of two hundred and fifty copies, and in the same ratio for 
any greater or less number. 

witness whereof, the parties to these presents have 
hereunto interchangeably set their hands the day and year 
above written. 





E. CROSWELL, Printer to the State. 
A. FLAGG, Secretary. 

SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. Comptroller. 
Sealed and delivered 


in presence of 
ARCHD. CAMPBELL. 

The following is the note alluded to in the foregoing 
Report: 

A. CHanvteRr, Ese. 

Dear Sir—In reply to your note of enquiry of yes- 
terday’s date, “What will you charge for printing 2670 
copies of pamphlet, of 30 pages, of a size equal to the 
oss enclosed,” we state td you, that our charge would be 

128, paper equal to the sample, and including stitching. 

re re age 


rs, 
. & C. SKINNER. 
Saturday, Aptil7,1838.° 
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Massacuusetrs.—The General-Court, or as it was an- 
ciently styled, the Great and General Court of Massachuj 
setts, adjourned on Wednesday of last week, after a ses- 
sion of 1i2 days, being the longest session ever held—at 
least since the establishment of the present Constitution. 


One hundred and ninety-six acts were passed and two hiuti- 
dred and two resolves. The acts as usual are mostly of @ 
private nature. 

At the present session, acts have passed authorizing’ the 
issue of State Bonds to the following amounts, and for the 


following purposes : 
Western Railroad ....esccsccesesccceees $2,100,000 
Old Colony Railroad .........+0seeeeess 100,000 
Eastern Railroad ..........0eseeeseseees 90,000 
Lowell and Nashua Railroad ...+.......+ 90,000 


The subject of the Currency, Banks and the Ban 
System occasioned very extensive debates, and co: ; 
a large part of the session. No new Bank Charters were: 
granted.. The Charters of the following eleven Banks 
were repealed, several of them at the request of the Di- 
rectors, viz:—the American, Commercial, Kilby, Orien al; 
Fulton, Commonwealth, Franklin, Lafayette, Middlesex, 
Roxbury, and Bank of Norfolk. The aggregate capital of 
these Banks was four millions of dollars. 

In addition to the repeal of thesé Bank Charters, an act 
was passed in addition to the general law by which our 
Banks are now regulated, the principal provision of which 
is the section prohibiting any Bank Director to have ow 
loan, at any one time, from his own Bank, more than eight 
per cent. of the capital; or the whole Board of Directors 
to have on loan more than thirty per cent. of the capital of 
the Bank. " sade ningun gauina-tep 

But the most important law upon this ‘subject 
the present Legistesnre, is the ack eseibiiching a Board of 
three Bank Commissioners, whose duty it is once a year, 
and as much oftener as they may think proper, to examine 
into’ the condition of all the Banks in on Conmibeweaith, 
and to report their condition to the Governor and Council, 
and in case they find any Bank in a precarious condition, 
or to have violated thé laws, to issue an injunction against 
it, until the matter can be further investigated. The exist- 
ence of such a Board will act as a great’ check upon the 
proceedings of the Directors of Banks. 

The act for the relief of insolvent debtors, and: for the 
more ‘equal distribution of their effects, isa very important 
law, and one which has long been needed. It has, how- 
ever, one great defect: The clauses of discharge contain- 
ed in it do not operate (except at the election of the cred- 
itor to come in and take a share of the insolvent’s estate;) 
upon contracts entered into before a eee of the ‘act. 
It therefore leaves a great number of persons who have 
been laboring for years under the liabilities of bankruptcy; 
just in their former condition, and omits to furnish that re- 
lief which might and ought to have been extended ‘to 
them. 

We may mention also as an important law, the act al- 
lowing a divorce from the bonds of matrimony in case of 
desertion by either party for the space of five years. This 
law certainly is very reasonable. The o:ly wonder is’ that 
it was never enacted before [ Boston paper. 

——- 


NEW-YORK MakKETS. 
[Spirit of last Saturday morning’s wer ey 
Pot Ashes have been in animated demand at $4,62 a 75, 
and the latter may now be considered the price. Pearls 
also have been in good demand at $6,75 a 87. A me: md 
Liverpool Coal has been sold to a dealer at $10,50. 
is a fair demand for Coffee—sales, Brazil at 9 a 10 c.;. La-, 
guayra at 10 1-2a1112c. _ The sales of Cotton for the 
week are 4600 bales at 7 3-4a 11 1-2 c,, Prices are sus- 
tained of all sorts, with a very considerable demand for ex- 
portation. Nothing important in Drugs. . 120 tons Tobas- 
co Logwood sold at $26 cash. The last cargo sale of Cod 
fish was at $3,50, which is an advance; some Mackerel 
No. 2, at $8,87, 3’s at $5. There has.beep.an animated 
demand for Flour from the East, and the receipts. being 
moderate, the price of Western has advanced 7 
brands have sold at $7,75 a 87, faney $8, Onio, 7,504 75, 
and 400 bbls. Howard st. at 7,62 a 75, but now held at $8 
with Georgetown ; 500 bbls. Richmond co. at $7 ,25, cash; 
Rye Flour, $4,87 a $5; Brandy-wine Corn Meal, 100 
uncheons at $184 mo. There is a.good demand. for 
Rice, and the price is higeer, say 4 a 4:1-2 ets. per tb.— 
There have been considerable sales of Salt. ‘Sales Spelter 
at 4cts. In Spices nothing new. 
at 125c; Whiskey 31 1-2c. in drudges. Sugar is Jess, ac- 
tive, though considerable business continues to be done, 
and prices are not much changed. The Tea sales show ne. 
change; Foreign Wheat is held for an advance; 1000 bu, 








Foreign Rye sold at 100 cts.. Northern,Corn 84.985 cts. 
r bushel... Bunch Raisins are rising, 1200, boxes.sold at. 
2,25. In Hides there is a fair business. There: heve.: 


been sales of 12,000 Ibs. Pig Lead at 5'1-4'a 3-3 cts’ .! 


No change in the price of Molasses. 200, bbls. Orledina * 
brought 35 1-2 a36 cts., 150 hhds. 
the market. Tobacco steady; sales of whelebone'at 17 
1-2 a 18 cts; Whale Oil at 30 1-4 a 31 ets.; English lie 
seed Oil at 75 cts. Freights are hardly so high ii‘ 
rates. 
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MR. PATTON’S LETTER. 


if he Ci vinticsof April —— 
the People of the Counties of Orange, Spott- 
= ia, Culpepper, Madison, Rappahannock and 


FeLLow-Creizens :—The relation which has existed for 
the last eight sessions of Congress, between you and my- 
self, as constituent and representative, has been dissolved 
by the resignati > 
tives. The claims upon me of a large family, and my ex- 

of the utter inadequacy of the compensation of a 

ber of Congress to remunerate any man dependent on 
his labor for a livelihood—for the sacrifices of private busi- 
ness he has to encounter—had determined me last fall to 
resign my seat in the House of Representatives at the 
close of oo present session. The offer by the Legislature 
of the office of State Councillor, furnishes additional in- 
ducements to retire. I still designed to remain here until 
the end of the session, for which I fully stated to 
the General Assembly in a letter recently published. In it 
was indicated a wish that the Legislature, if they prefer- 
red that I should pursue a different course, would express 
their wishes, to whieh in respect to this matter, | felt 
bound implicitly to submit. I could not understand their 
resolution, adupted after receiving my letter, in any other 
way than as an expression of their desire that I should, as 
soon as I could possibly do so, vacate my seat in the House. 
[ have, therefore, sent in my resignation 
| cannot reconcile it to my feelings of gratitude to you 
for the many kind and signal favors you ae bestowed on 
abruptly and without apology or explanation, to quit 
pe aris Nothing could have induced me to do so, as} 
as I believed my services acceptable, but the indispen- 
duty of providing for the support and education of my 
family. I may truly say, in the language of the Apothecary 
in Shakspeare, “‘ My poverty. and not my will, consents.” 
Yours has been to ‘me a service of perfect freedom. Dur- 
ing the time I have been here, we have had the most des- 
struggles. of political patties, contending for the 
mastery with all the eagerness, and something of the Bitter- 
ness‘and violence of embattled hosts. In these conflicts, ail 
the great ions of constitutional law and practical ex- 
pediency, which have distracted and divided the people of 
this country since the foundation of the Government, have 
been brought into controversy. Very many questions of 
inferior importance, but equal interest in regard to their 
influence upon the suecess or defeat of parties, have arisen. 
Coming into public life pledged to maintain certain great 
and fundamental doctrines, and disavowing all party influ- 
ences or jati ‘judging as I have always professed 
and endeavored to do, every question, great or small, upon 
its merits, and approving and condemning each proposition 
without the slightest regard to its influence upon the pros- 
pects of this or that party, I have been necessarily found 
voting upon great and interesting subjects, as well as upon 
those of inferior moment, sometimes with one party and 
at others with some other party. I have consequently 
been, from time to time, the object of the most intempe- 
rate and illiberal abuse and objurgation—now from the 
partisans on one side, and then from another, and not un- 
frequently from both sides ‘at once. I have pursued “ the 
even tenor of my way,” rarely turning aside to correct mis- 
representation or repel calumny- To each and all of my 
constituents I-have been ever ready to give explanations, 
and'to vindicate my course—and it is the most cheering re- 
flection of my life, that I have never ceased to have the 
confidence’ of the large body of my ¢onstituents of all par- 
ties. Ultra partisans and bigots there have been amongst 
them, as there are amongst’every people—and it gave me 
not the least regret, as it mever occasioned me the least 
surprise, that I did not enjoy their favor. No man can in 
my Opinion be a fit representative of a free people, who 
cat consent to be the mere tool and echo of a party, or who 
will consent to'come here pledged in advance to the sup- 
of the measures of any administration or any party. 
Infinitely better than having any such representatives 
would it be, to establish an elective despotism. I look 
back upon my humble career in your service, with a proud 
cotis¢iousness that I have never deviated one iota from the 
ptinciples which I avowed when first elected, and that no 
personal or party consideration has ever made me forget, 
for one moment, my obligations to the country, to the in- 
tetésts'of my'constituents, and the rights of the people. It 
has nevér been to me a matter of the least concern with 
whieh political I happened on any occasion to vote. 
Of thd encores ans truth of this declaration, the journal 
of every séssion of Congress, since I have been here, will 
furnish Upon these principles I have ever 
acted and sed to act. 

It'is, perhaps, due to you, who have so generously sus- 
tained te} as well'as just to myself, that I give a brief re- 
view of my Course of political action, now that I am about 
oo the political arena, probably never again to enter’ 
upon it. : 








f chains ublic life as your representative, soon after 
the election of én: Juiiods ts the first term of his Presi- 


ion of my seat in the House of Representa-f 





dency. I had been an advocate of his election, not be- 
cause his political creed was in full accordance with my 
own—not because I had full confidence in his judgment or 
his temper—but because, in all these respects, I thought 
him preferable to. his competitor. He was with me a 
choice of evils. The first four years of his administration 
tended to strengthen my ho that he would administer 
the Government, so far as depended on him, upon princi- 
ples approaching the standard of the strict construction 
school of the Virginia State Rights Republicans. His 
veto on the Maysville Road Bill displayed great moral 
courage; and notwithstanding the untenable distinction be- 
tween national and local works of Internal Improvement, 
in a constitutional point of view, and the preposterous and 
arbitrary limitation as to appropriations for improvements, 
above and below ports of entry, I regarded that veto as 
effecting a great practical g in checking the spirit of 
extravagant and unconstitutional expenditures of public 
money for works of Internal Improvement. His constant 
efforts to reduce and mitigate the Tariff, and his profes- 
sions of anxiety to keep down the revenues to the standard 
of an economical administration—the principles of reform 
and retrenchment—the display of anxiety on the part of 
his partisans for reducing Executive patronage—of re- 
stricting and guarding against its abuse—his opposition to 
the Bank of the U. S., and his veto upon the bill for its re- 
charter as unconstitutional, were all calculated to make 
him and his administration more popular with the State of 
Virginia, as they were with me. I sustained him for his 
second election with more readiness than for the first—but 
even then, with none of the spirit of a partisan. 

Soon after his second election, the struggles which had 
been going on in relation to the Tariff, grew to a head. 

n resistance was made in one of the sovereign States 
of the Union to the validity of the Tariff law. She de- 
clared that the law should not be executed within her bor- 
ders, and preparations were made throngh conventions, 
test oaths, mo military array, to sustain that declaration. 
Sympathizing sincerely and cordially with South Carolina 
in her sense of the oppression and injustice of the Tariff, 
I yet thought her proceedings and doctrines of Nullifica- 
tion rash, precipitate and unconstitutional. The Presi- 
dent issued his famous Proclamation—no less rash and 
violent, and unwise and full of heresies of doctrine. It 
flew, however, like wild-fire through the land. The parti- 
sans of the Administration every where hailed it with as 
much joy as they would have done a second revelation of 
wisdom and salvation. Most of the professing friends 
of State Rights joined in the shouts of gratulation which 
rung through all the land, while the Opposition party of 
that day, and all those who still chevi the old Federal 
doctrines as the sound principles of the Constitution, shout- 
ed hosannas to him, whom, but a little before, they abhor- 
red as the very Moloch of a false and idolatreus worship. 
Even the Virginia Legislature, which has ever been the 
vanguard in the defence of Rights, seemed to be as- 
tounded by the boldness, or confounded by the sophistries, 
by which their long cherished theories of State sovereignty 
and confederated Government were assailed. Such was 
the overwhelming popularity of the Proclamation—so 
great was the plausibility of its reasoning. In my own 
district, meetings were held to respond to its sentiments. 
headed by some of the oldest and leading Republicans. 
Wholly undismayed by these things, I promptly repudiated 
its heresies, and was, I believe, among the first, if not the 
very first, who, in my place in Congress, condemned and 
denounced it. In a small minority of about 35, consisting 
of Nullifiers and States’ Rights Men, I voted against the 
Force Bill, (so called)—the portentous offspring of a 
temporary union between Democratic Republicans and Na- 
tional Republicans. ‘The little remnant of a State Rights 
party, which beforehad begun to rally, and were looking 
with a smile of hope for the return, of the better days of 
the Republic—between the rashness and odiousness of 
Nullification on the one hand, and the heresies and popu- 
larity of the Proclamation on the other—were crushed, 
broken to pieces, and scattered to the four winds. The 
country was saved from the calamity of a civil war, and its 
inevitable and deplorable consequence, a dissolution of the 
Union, b tha gegen of the Compromise Act of 1838, of 
which cordially approve. It brought healing on its 
wings—afforded South Carolina an honorable excuse for 
retreating from her dangerous and ill-judged position, and 
rendered inoperative the potent and unconstitutional ener- 
gies of the Force Bill. ‘The country enjoyed a brief peri- 
od of political repose. It was, however, but “the torrent’s 
smoothness ere it dash below.” We were aroused by the 
removal of the deposites of the public money, to partici- 
pate in the most tremendous conflict of political parties, in 
which the country was ever involved. 

In the beginning of this contest, I was a calm and dis- 
passionate enquirer. I came here at the commencement 
of the session ’33-’34, with no political leaning whatever 
so far as parties and persons were concerned. Caiculat- 
ing that 
had induced the Executive to change. the place of deposite 
of the public money, wo to us as @ mere 
question of expediency. I was prepared to examine thos: 


question of the sufficiency of the reasons which+ 





reasons soberly and coolly, and to decide upon them as a mere 
question of expediency.» We were not permitted so to ex- 
amine and decide it. Looking behind and the prac- 
tical questions—the conduct of the President in removing 
Mr. Duane because he would not remove the Deposites—the 
power of removing Executive officers—the right of the 
President to supervise and control the heads of the Exec- 
utive Dopastae nts, 80 as to compel them te execute the law 
according to his construction of the legislative will, were 
all assailed with the utmost viol “his cond seo de- 
clared ‘“‘ usurpation” —the right of the President to remove 
Executive officers was d ed asad ic and ki ly 
prerogative, which must be resisted at every hazard. The 
Secretary of the Treasury it was even contended,. was not 
an Executive officer, and instead of being subject to the 
supervision and control of the President, was responsible 
alone to Congress, And it was solemnly argued, that in 
acting contrary to these princtples, the President was an 
usurper, tyrant and despot. The indications from public 
meetings, and all the information I received, from private 
and the most friendly sources in my District, warranted 
the belief that these opinions were the prevalent ones 
there. The Legislature of Virginia having @ large majo- 
rity elected as friends of the Administration, passed’ rego 
lutions by very large majorities, condemning, in the most 
unqualified terms, the conduct of the President, as a“ dan 
gerous and alarming assumption of power, which could 
not be too strongly condemned,” and declaring “ that ‘his 
interference with the Treasury Department clearly mani- 
fested a disposition to extend his official authority beyond 
its just and proper limits, which they could not but regard 
with apprehension and distrust.”” Every Senator and Re- 
presentative from my Congressional District voted for these 
resolutions, save one. It was the general belief here’ iti 
Washington, that the power and larity of the Admins 
istration would be broken down; certainly, all will ‘ad- 
mit, that the prospects of his party at the close of the win- 
ter of 1834, were more gloomy than at any other period 
before or since, during the Presidency of General Jackson. 
And I happen to know, that some of the leading and most 
influential supporters of the Administration party in Vir- 
ginia, ‘‘gave signs of woe that all was lost,” and wete 
exceedingly anxious that we should restore the depesites 
as the only means of saving the Banks from suspension’ 
and the party from ruin. 1t was under such cireumstances 
I had to perform my duty as your representative. While T 
disapproved of the removal of thedeposites at the time and 
under the circumstances in which it was done, I was satia- 
fied that no rights of the Bank of the U. S. had been vio- 
lated, and that the President had done nothing which he 
had not a right to do under the Constitution and laws; but, 
on the contrary, he had done nothing which it was not his 
bounden duty todo, with his opinion of the conduct 6f the 
Bank and the interests of the country; and if the Bank 
was not to be rechartered, that it would be unwise to re- 
turn the deposites. Standing almost alone, therefore, a- 
mong the public men in my District, without one cheering 
voice of encouragement from them, with every reason ta 
apprehend that I was signing my own death-warrant #3 & 
political man, I stood up in my place, met the Virginia re- 
solutions on the threshold of House, and denied and on: 
deavoved to rofuwe thelr denunciations. The Opposition 
ee eae in Virginia; and I was denounced, 
and reviled as a mere tool and partisan of the Executi 
and that, too, when the freedom and boldness with which 
I had censuredthe Executive on some points, rendered him 
and his party suspicious and distrustful of me as one who 
was ‘‘ too independent to be de on.” You, fellow- 
citizens, again nobly sustai me—A portion of you 
cheered me on my return, with extraordinary honors, ex- 
pressly on the ground that I had “ kept aloof from the cor- 
ts ae persy,” and had sustained your principles a- 
gainst all assaults, ne matter from which part 
cveded. ae Aas 
In the ensuing session, the controversy with France con- 
stituted the principal subject of anxious deliberation in 
Congress. Agreeing entirely with the President in the jus- 
tice of the claims of our citizens on France, and applaud 
ing the spirit and determinatior of the President that the 
execution of the treaty ought to be insisted on; after a 
careful examination of the correspondence of the two Gov- 
ernments, which it was my special duty as a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Reiations to make, I becattie 
satisfied that there was no want of good faith in the French 
King in his professions of anxiety to procure an appropri- 
ation front the Legislative Chambers, and that there was 
every reason to believe that the quarrel would be speedily 
and amicably adjusted. I therefore dissented from’ the 
recommendation of the President to Congress to authorize 
reprisils against France. I voted against the celebrated 
three million appropriation as. being not only unnee 
under the circumstances—but implying distrust of ths 
faith of France, and in the form and for the purposes it 
was proposed, as vesting in the President dangerous, ufi- 
precedented and unconstitutional discretion. War with 
one of the powerful nations of the earth was averted with- 
out any lose of national honor; and after a of di- 
plomatic etiquette, protracted until it would have been lu 
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dicrous, but for the danger attending such a quarrel between 
nations, the intervention of a friendly power removed the 
difficulty. The wisdom of those who resisted the rash and 
impolitic, but spirited and patriotic recommendation of the 
Executive, was vindicated in the result. 

The will of the People having been clearly indicated that 
the Bank of the United States should not be chartered by 
Congress, it became necessary to provide depositories of 
the Public Money—and the Treasury Department, accord 
ing to the practice of the Government from 1789 down, 
employed the State Banks for that purpose. In conformi- 

with the recommendations of the President, Congress 
set about regulating the terms, mode, and conditions of 
their employment, with a view of limiting and restraining 
Executive discretion. The suggestion of President Jack- 
son, thata National Bank, founded upon the National re- 
sources, might be established, which would not be obnoxi- 
ous to constitutional objection, was generally repudiated 
under the odious appellation of an Exchequer or Treasury 
Bank—received no countenance even from his own parti- 
sans, and seemed to be abandoned by himself, and those 
who were expected to walk in his footsteps. Whether it 
ig not yet cherished and sought to be revived in its most 
odious and dangerous form, is now well questioned. In 
1834, 1835, and 1836, the Administration party, with won- 
derful unanimity, sustained by the earnest recommendations 
of President Jackson and the Secretaries of the Treasury, 
(Messrs. Taney and Woodbury,) urged the employment of 
the State Banks as the safest, most convenient, and best 
depositories of the-public money. The constant practice 
of the Government from its foundation, the universal opin 
ion of all the distinguished statesmen and financiers, 
whether friends or opponents of the Bank of the United 
States, and the experience of the Government after 33, 
were appealed to as proving that they furnished not only 
the best, but the only alternative. A proposition made in 
1835, to separate the Government from the Banks, and 
employ individual Agents and Sub-Treasuries, was prompt- 
ly rejected with almost entire unanimity, by the Adminis- 
tration party, while it received equivocal support from only 
about thirty-three Members of the House of Representa 
tives. From authorized official sources, it was condemned, 
as a scheme giving vast addition to the power and influence 
of the Fxecutive—as dangerously increasing the cere 

t and ‘‘ exposing the public money to be plunder- 
pe alent ew. pba kes could waceeeith ae un- 
der the State Bank system. It and its supporters were de- 
cried and denounced with a zeal and intemperance, only 
surpassed by what has been heaped by the same official au- 
thority upon those unchanged republicans who still enter- 
tain the same opinions they did in 1835, of this revolution- 
ary, disorganizing and alarming project. Fellow-citizens, 
T took an humble and zealous part in sustaining the State 
Bank System, and c rating with the late Administra- 
tion for that purpose. I have not changed my position. I 
am now where I was then. 

The overwhelming calamity which has befallen the coun- 

, in the universal suspension of specie payments, is one 
under which the Government, the Banks, and the People, 
are alike suffering. The causes which produced it, are 
such as all must bear their share of blame for having con- 
tributed to. I think it equally unjust to impute it exclu- 
sively to errors of the Government, or of the Banke, or of 
the community at large. They acted and reacted upon 
each other. The accumulation of a vast surplus in the 
Treasury, attributable exclusively to the fault neither of the 

t Adminietration, nor of any particular party in the 

vernment—the stimulus to Bank accommodation, and in- 
dividual speculation, occasioned by that surplus—the eager 
appetite for creating new Bank capital, and engaging in 
wild and extravagant adventures in trade and business of 
all kinds, resulting from a series of years of peace all over 
the world—of abundant crops and high prices in our own 
country, occasioned an artificial state of things, which has 
resulted in the commercial revulsion under which the coun- 
try is now suffering. It justifies no change in the funda- 
mental policy of the Government. It presents the most 
inauspicious and unfortunate of all periods, for making a 
war upon the actual currency and existing credit system of 
the country. Never was their grosser injustice perpetrat- 
ed, or less wisdom displayed, than in seizing hold of the 
present calamitous condition of things, to introduce an en- 
tire revolution in our finafcial system, and to denounce the 
Banks as perfidious and treacherous, to say nothing of the 

other grosser calumnies which have been uttered against 
them. The Banks guilty of perfidy and treachery! In 
what? In not redeeming their obligations in’ specie? 
Why, who can tedeem their obligations in specie? Can 
the Government? No. With thirty millions of dollars in 
the Treasury, it cannot pay a million of dollars, otherwise 
than in promises to pay, or Treasury Notes. There is 
soarcely Ue individual from Maine to Georgia, who can pay 
$100 in constitutional currency. The States, who have 
received on deposite, and are indebted to the Treasury 
abeut twenty-eight millions, are and have been so notori- 

unable to pay in specie, that the Secretary of the 
Treasury did not even call on them to doso, And yet no- 
body is “perfidious and treacherous,” but the Banks. If 
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the Banks would pay specie, it is said the Government, the 
States and the People, would all be able to pay specie. 
But look at it a moment. Mr. Van Buren says in his 
Message to the called session of Congress, that the peo- 
ple are indebted to the Banks about $450,000,000. It is 
estimated, that there is or was about one hundred and 
twenty millions of Bank Notes in circulation. If the 
Banks are required to pay specie, surely nobody will 
complain, if they require others to pay specie to them. 
And after all the specie and all the bank notes are paid up 
to the Banks, there still remains a balance of two hundred 
and fifty millions of debt'to be paid to the Banks. How? 
By the sacrifice of millions of property for a song—by en- 
tiching the capitalist and usurer upon the spoils of the in- 
dustrious, enterprising, honest farmers, mechanics and 
merchants, who are ing upon borrowed capital, and 
have been thriving by judiciously availing themselves of a 
system of eredit, which has built up our cities—stimulated 
labor of every kind to successful exertion—filled our west- 
ern wilds with a hardy, industrious and enlightened popu- 
lation, and made the desert “blossom like the rose.” 

And all for what? Why, that the Government may be 
made secure against the disorders of the currency which 
afflict the States and the People, and that office-holders 
and contractors of the Government may get paid in gold 
and silver, though every body else must be content with de- 
preciated paper. It was the duty of the Banks to suspend 
specie payments, because they could not have attempted to 
peesevere in them without ruining the people—covering 
the land with universal bankruptcy—destroying the value 
of property, and taking the bread from the mouth of labor. 
It is especially the interest as well as duty of the Banks 
to resume specie payments, as soon as they can do it with 
safety to themselves, and without entailing greater mis- 
chief than snspension upon the community. Every State 
in the Union whose Legislature has assembled since the sus- 
pension, has excused and justified the Banks—exonerating 
them from the harsh penalties and forfeitures they had in- 
curred: in some cases have passed stay laws to prevent in- 
dividual creditors from demanding specie, and have autho- 
rized the collection of their revenues in the notes of non- 
specie-paying Banks. Most of them still employ them as 
depositories of the public money. All these manifesta- 
tions of confidence in the Banks have been exhibited in 
Virginia especially—and yet there are still men found in 
Virginia, who vote for and justify all these measures of in- 
dulgence, and yet clamor for a divorce of the Government 
and the Banks; pass judgment upon the Republicanism 
of those whose who wish the General Government to sub- 
mit to the same inconveniences with the States and the 
people, and even have assurance to question the motives 
and sincerity of those who will not go with them in their 
crusade against the existing institutions of the country, a- 
gainst the practice and principles of the Government trom 
1789 to the 4th March, 1837; and who will not unite with 
them in the senseless clamor about monopolies, odious cor- 
porations, metallic currency, agd “ rag barons,”’ more wor- 
thy of the age of Jack Cade and the region of Turkey or 
Algiers, than a free and commercial country in the nine- 
teenth century. And what is very worthy of remark, this 
illiberal and bigoted adhesion to the Sub-Treasury System 
comes from those who, less than three years ago, pro- 
nounced that project calculated to put into the hands of 
the President the means Of corruption, and so enlarge Ex- 
ecutive patronage as to give just cause of alarm to the Re- 
publicans of Virginia and the friends of State Rights every 
where. 

I have overlooked in its proper place the course which 
was taken in 1836 for the disposition of the surplus ‘rev- 
enue which had accumulated to a frightful amount. It 
was anticipated, that there would be on the Ist January, 
1837, upwards of forty millions of public money in the 
Treasury. The mischief and danger of such a condition 
of the Treasury was apparent to all. After much anxious 
deliberation a bill passed the Senate, directing all the sur- 
plus which might be in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 
1837, to be distributed among the States on deposite, for 
which they were to give certificates of deposite, and autho- 
rising the Secretary of the Treasury to use those certifi- 
cates in raising money whenever the necessities -of the 
Treasury required. .This measure, although not unexcep- 
tionable in some respects, was deemed by a very large majo 
rity of both Houses of Congress, the very best for arrest- 
ing the evils arising from the accumulation of so enormous 
a surplus. Itencountered, even after its passage tnrough 
the Senate by more than three-fourths of the members 
present, the most open, vehement and undisguised hostility 
of the President, who, without the least reserve, declared 
he would veto it. A motion made by myself tu suspend 
the rules in order to take up this bill out of its turn in the 
House, demonstrated that it would receive the sanction of 
that body also, by a vote of more thantwo-thirds. It was 
necessary, therefore, either to alter the bill, so as to give 
the President an unity or a pretext for backing out 
from his threa veto, or expose him to the mortification 
of having the bill enacted in spite of his veto. An amend- 
ment was there concocted, which, while it manifestly 
made the bill much more obnoxious to the principle on 





which the President o d it, to wit: that it w * 
tribution in effect, hinge a deposite in Santhbtones = 
urged upon the House, on the ground that it would avoid 
the President’s veto. I steadily opposed this amendment, 
It, however, prevailed. And it is owing to that feature ; 
the Dill, that the public money deposited with the States 
has been unavailable to the Treasury, and will now, 
bly, never be restored to the Federal Government, 

a concession to the opinions of the Executive, wholly 
cessary to the success of the measure, for it would 
passed in spite of the veto; and it was a concession, in 
opinion, humiliating to the Legislature, and pernicious. jg 
its practical effects. It has already driven us to the iggy} 

of Treasury Notes—Government paper money—to. the 
amount of millions; an issue, extremely doubtful in 

of constitutional power, and always to be avoided, in poing 
of policy, when practicable. 

A very short time after the passage of the distribution, o¢ 
deposite act, the President directed the Secre of the 
Treasury to issue his famous Circular, directing 
ments for the purchase of public lands should be satde to 
gold and silver only, except by settlers and residents: of the. 
States where the lands lay, who were to be pra te: 
pay in “‘ land office money,” or notes of certain State Banks, 
until some time in December ensuing the date of the Cirem 
lar, which I think was the 11th of July, 1836. A mor 
extraordinary and indefensible act of Executive power, hay 
rarely been perpetrated. A proposition had been made in 
the Senate to authorize the Executive to require gold: and 
silver in payment of the publiclands. It received ne 
port, except from the mover of the proposition, who was on 
that occasion “ solitary and alone.” A pre-emption: Jaw) 
giving preference to settlers on the public lands over others; 
had also been before Congress, and after deliberate discus» 
sion was voted down—and yet, within less than a fortnight 
after Congress adjourned, the [President, by an act of 
eee Executive legislation, made a law which Congress ne’ 

used to make, and enacted a more extensive and impor 
tant discrimination between those who contributed to the 
public revenue, than Congress ever did authorize, or ever 
would have authorized. It was an act, in. my opinions 
and I#o pronounced it during the last Congress—~illegal ia 
its origin and mischievous in its effects. It was-condemm - 
ed by more than two-thirds of both branches of Congresajy 
in a bill passed for the purpose of repealing it. The pub> 
lic voice, with unexampled unanimity, demanded its repeal 
yet all these things were disregarded. The late President 
went out of office with the bill in his pocket, thus. convert- 
ing his qualified veto into an absolute negative upon the law 
of Congress, and this upon the ground sustained by @ curé 
ous opinion of the Attorney General, that the bill might be 
susceptible of different constructions, and that the Presi 
dent had not full time to make up his opinion what would 
be the true construction. This might be a good reason for 
putting his veto on the bill, but none whatever for prevent~ 
ing Congress, if they had not the same difficulty of compre- 
hending it, from exercising their constitutional prerogative 
of passing the law, his doubts and scruples to contrary 
notwithstanding. Still less did this apology serve the present 
Executive, who had ample time to consider the bill, and 
whose first impulse and design, it is believed, was to yi 

to the remonstrances and entreaties of his friends. He at, 
length did yield to, I know not what “ malign influence.” 
He persevered in disegarding the legislative will, and turn 
ed a deaf ear to the voice of the people. . He persisted in 
enforcing the odious decree, when the anticipated and 
dicted disaster occurred, which this Treasury order contti- 
buted, beyond all question, in a greater or less degree to) 
produce, As if to mock at the calamity of the c 
when fear and woe came upon it, he brought forward, 

is still urging the adoption of his ill-starred and portentous) 
Sub-Treasury expedient, making the Treasury Circulara 
permanent and universal feature in our financial system—- 
with no hope or probability of passing it, but by a bare ma 
jority, and that too, by the votes of members acting in op 
position to the known and expressed will of their constite 
ents. It was this measure, somewhat mitigated from ite 
original deformity, which was, on my motion, laid on the) 
table of the House of Representatives, a slort time since, 
immediately upon its appearance in the House. . And-I rey 
joice in the belief that this disposition of it is but the ; 
lude to the still more decisiveand final rejection of iol 
scheme with all its enormities. 4 

There is one other subject to which I think it. proper to} 
advert. I mean the President’s power of remoyal, andthe; 
principles on which it ought to be exercised and restricted.’ 
In 1834, I maintained this power of removal as constitty 
tional, as vested in the Executive, and however liable; ta) 
abuse; as being more safely lodged there than in any othet, 
department. I have not changed my opinion in the leasty) 
on that subject. On that power of removal, however, haves 
been in the last year or two, engrafted doctrines, which; if 
sanctioned by the country, hod stamp upon our Constitin 
tion one of the worst features of the most unmitigated dest 
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potism. 2 of 
In the report of the minority of the Post Office Commies 
tee of the House, made in 1825, but which I believe I 


not read for twelve or eighteen months after, it apposs) 
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that a Postmaster who had been friendly to the Adminis- 
tration, but was suspected “of not being a real supporter 
of it,” was upon that ground alone removed from office— 
that no other cause of removal appeared among the papers 
or was assigned or claimed by the Postmaster General.— 
He, in his letter to the Committee, communicating the pa- 
touching the removal, places his compliance with their 

call for the papers, solely on the ground that “ the House of 
tatives constitutes the grand inquest for impeach- 

ment; and when acting with a view to that object, may 
; examine the inducements which were presented 
to the Postmaster General, for making a removal or ap- 
intment, and his motives in performing such act:” Evi- 
Gatly implying that even the house of Representatives have 
no right to inquire into such matters, except they intend to 


. He did, howerer, send the papers. This was 
wie time of Mr. Barry. 


The majority of the Committee, after examining the let- 
ters and petitions for and against the removal, resolved, 
that there was “‘ nothing in them which in the slightest de- 

impeaches the motives or criminates the act of the 

ter General, or is in any respect material to any 
of legislation or of public interest or concern.”’ And 
letters and papers were returned to the Postmaster 
Taking all this together, we are left to conclude 
E it was the opiniou of a majority of the committee, that 
the removal of a “ faithful, capable and honest” public offi- 
eet, upon no other ground than his not being a political sup- 
ofthe Administration, is no violation of official duty; 
SF the knowledge that such a right of removal is claimed 
vin no “ respect material to any object of legislation,” 
gor of any “ public interest or concern,”—And this, too, in 
case in which it also appears, that the man put in the 
thus vacated, because he was an undoubted partizan 
ofthe Administration, after remaining in office some time, 
sheconded in default to the Government, for all the postages 
daring his continuance in office. 

Soon after the re-organization of the Post Office Depart- 
went, the present incumbent issued acircular to the seed 
ja that department, in which he in substance informed them 

they were toconsider themselves as mere hirelings of 

36 Executive—to be put in or put out—to be put down, at 

mere will of the Executive who was the appointed 
j of the people thus summarily to dispose of them, 
any right on the part of the officers to complain. 

During the last session of Congress, the House of Rep- 
resenttatives, by an almost unanimous vote, raised a Com 
wittee to ‘‘ inquire into the condition of the various Exec- 
utive Departments’’—“ into the manner in which the public 
business” was discharged in them. and “ into all causes of 
complaint, from any quarter, at the manner in which said 
departments, in duties. pertaining to the public interest, 
have’ fulfilled orffailed to accomplish the objects of their 
creation, or have violated their duties, or have injured or 
impaired aa nee service or interest,” &c. The Com 
mittee adopted sundry resolutions of inquiry addressed to 
the President and heads of Departments, coming clearly 
within the scope of the investigation contemplated by the 

resolution of the House. The letter of the President in 
answer to the inquiry, objected to the investigation, be- 
cause the Departments were not called on to answer any 
specific charge, ‘‘ not to explain any alleged abuse,” “ not 
to give information as to any particnlar transaction, but as- 
suming that they have been guilty of the charges alleged, 
calls upon them to furnish evidence against themselves.” 
He characterized the enquiry as “in open violation of the 
Constitution,” as discountenancing the maxim “ that all 
men are to be presumed innocent until proved guilty” — 
“that he and the Departments were required to become 
their own accusers, and to furnish the evidence to convict 
ourselves.” He said, “‘ the Departments might answer as 
they pleased; but for himself, he should repel such attempts 
a3 an invasion of the principles of justice, as well as of the 
Constitution, and he should esteem it his sacred duty to the 
people of the United States, to resist them as he would the 

lishment of a Spanish Inquisition.” And all this rant 
—as I must call it—was poured forth upon the threshold of 
inquiry by the Representatives of the people, as to the 
mannet in which the Executive Departments had discharg- 
ed their duties. No inqury and investigation was to be 
permitted, because there was not an indictment drawn up 
accusing ‘them of some specific crime or misdemeanor. 
Accusation must be made of a specific offence in a particu- 
larinstance, before any information was to be given on the 
subject. Impeachment must precede inquiry, whether 
there was any ground of complaint—and, as if to make 
“assurance doubly sure” against any possibility of accusa- 
tion-or impeachment, the Executive was to refuse all an- 
swer to any inquiry, because it was “ against the principles 
vf justice and a. violation of the Constitution to require the 
heads of departments and the Executive to furnish evidence 
to eonvict themselves.” Gracious God! are we living un- 
der a Constitytional Government, where public officers are 
bat trustecs for the people—where Government is instituted 
forthe benefit of the governed and not for the Governors 
—where our public men, from the President down toa tide- 
Waiter in one of our seaports, are but servants ‘of the peo- 
~te.and responsible for their conduct? I confess that When 
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MR. PATTON’S LETTER. 


I read the letter of the late President, my blood tingled in 
my veins with indignation, at this ‘bold invasion” of the 
authority of the Representatives of the people—at so open 
a defiance of any efforts they could make to ferret out abu- 
ses, and expose official delinquency: At the same time, I 
was overwhelmed with shame and mortification that any 
President or head of an Executive Department should 
shield himself from supposed, or alleged, or suspected, offi- 
cial misconduct, and refuse to throw open his bureau or 
department to the most thorough scrutiny—by claiming the 
benefit of the technical rules of criminal Jaw, intended for 
the protection of culprits at the bar in cases of arson, bur- 
glary, or larceny. 

The spirit of this letter of the President, pervaded all 
the subsequent proceedings before the Committee. 

Mr. Kendall, the Postmaster General, was called on to 
communicate to the Committee ‘the papers relative to the 
removal of the late Postmaster at Stanford, Kentucky”— 
“the papers and letters recommending the appointment of 
any person other than the person who was appointed,” &c. 
and “‘ the papers and recommendations. in favor of Alfred 
Hocker,” the appointee. He replied, “that the power of 
making appointments is vested by the Constitution and 
Laws, in the President, heads of Departments, and courts 
of law,” &c.; that “‘ no power whatever in relation to them, 
except the power. to impeach for corrupt and illegal ap- 
pointments, is yested in the House of Restenetatins :? 
that, believing it to be one of the duties of his station, to 
regard the constitutional limitations of power, and that a 
compliance with the request of the Committee “ would bea 
precedent tending to subvert them, he declined furnishing 
the papers.” And thus, the House of Representatives, 
which it was admitted had at least the right to impeach for 
corruption or illegal appointments, were refused access to 
the public official papers, letters and recommendations, as 
to an officer removed and one appointed, although they 
furnished the only probable means of ascertaining whether 
the removal and appointment were,.or were not, “corrupt 
or illegal.” ; 

Mr. Woodbury being under examination before the Com- 
mittee, was asked to state all he knew in relation to the re- 
moval of & certain custom-house officer, and the reasons for 
such removal. The question was objected to, not by Mr. 
Woodbury, but by a member of the Committee, and declar- 
ed it should not be propounded. This officer was removed, 
not by Mr. Woodbury, but by a collector at Newport. Af- 
terwards, Mr. Woodbury having stated that he had already 
communicated the circumstances attending the removal, in 
a report to the Senate, together with such documents con- 
nected with it as were not confidential in their character, 
he was then asked if “the papers which he did not com- 
municate to the Senate, because they were confidential, 
were on the files of the T'reusury Department.” This 
question was objected to, and decided by a majority of the 
Committee, that the question should not be propounded. — 
Now, L understand from all this, that it is the opinion of 
some high in official authority here, and sanctioned by at 
least some members of the Committee of the House of 
Representatives, that the President and heads of Depart- 
ments may remove all officers, whether “‘ honest, capable, 
and faithful,” or not, on the grotid of difference of politi- 
cal opinion—that as the Executive and his subordinates are 
only responsible by impeachment, for corrupt and illegal 
conduct, they are not bound to answer, but that it is their 
constitutional duty to resist all inquiries as to the manner 
in which they have discharged their duties, because they 
are not bound to criminate or furnish evidence against 
themselves—that the letters, papers, evidences and docu- 
ments on file in public departments connected with the ex- 
ercise of the power of remoyal, may be withheld from the 
House of Representatives, because they might furnish evi- 
dence of corrupt and illegal conduct against the President 
or the heads of Departments, and that it is wholly incom- 
petent to Congress or even the House of Representatives, 
with a view to prevent, by legislation, abuse or corruption 
in the exercise of the power of removal, to inquire into the 
nature of the abuses, or the extent of the corruption or ille- 
gality. 

Against all these doctrines, I felt it to be my sacred duty 
solemnly to protest, and to endeavor to procure the judge- 
ment of the She of Representatives in regard to them.— 
For that purpose I presented to the House a series of reso- 
lutions, disaffirming them all. These resolutions are still 
pending, and I hope will be acted on. I deem their pas- 
sage by the House of Representatives, demanded for the 
vindication of the just authority of the House—for the od ret 
ervation of the purity and integrity of the Execative admin- 
istration, and for putting the seal of disa tion, by ; the 
grand inquest of the nation, upon principles and practices 
tyrannical, corrupting and subversive of all salutary re- 
straints upon the Executive Department of the Govern- 
ment. These are not new opinions with me. In 1224, in 
the speech I made in deferice of the power of removal, I 
said—“ No one contends—I surely do not—that this pow- 
er of eviction from office, may be exercised wantonly and 
capricidusly } but bona fide and honestly, for promoting the 
prompt and correct execution of the law. And again in 
the same speech, “While I maintain the power and right 
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of removal—that if an officer pertinaciously neglect to ex- 
ecute or misconstrue the law, so as, in the nt of une 
President, to disappoint the intention of t law—it is his 
constitutional right and official duty to displace him, I de- 
ny that he has a right to do ede cause. I wn 
] »0sed to what has been called the proscriptive syst 
~ae removal of officers for opinion’s sake. The princi- 
ple of punishing enemies and rewarding friends, through 
the instrumentality of the removing power, I regard aa 8, 
gross and flagrant abuse. And whenever I am called on to 
act in any case of the sort, no one will go further than I 
will in condemning it. 1 hate and detest the principle, and 
will justify no man who avows and practices it. It poisons 
the fuuntains of public purity, and degrades our political 
contests into a miserable scramble for power and plunder, 
in which the honors and offices of the country are converted 
into mere ‘ spoils of the vanquished, to be divided among the 
victors.’ ”’ : 

I was simple enough to suppose, that no one did serious- 
ly contend for such detestable principles. I had every right 


to suppose that Gen. Jackson and his party did not, 
they are most ably and eloquently denou in the cele- 
brated report on Executive patronage, of the Committee of 


the Senate in 1826, of which Mr. Benton was Chairman, 
and Mr. Van- Buren, Richard M. Johnson, and Judge 
White were members. They are directly in conflict with 
the pledge of Gen. Jackson, in his Inaugural Address, to 
reform ‘‘ those abuses which had bronght the patronage of 
the Executive in conflict with the freedom of elections, 
and they are expressly repudiated by Mr. Madison, the 
great champion of the power of Executive removal from 
office, as he was the great exemplar of all that was pure 
and patriotic, and virtuous as a statesman. In his speech 
in 1789, Mr. Madison said, that the great a 
conceding the power uf removal, was the danger and mis- 
chief of an abuse of the power—but he replied w this, that 
if the President removed a faithful and meritorious offi- 
cer, he would be liable to impeachment and removal hem- 
self; and, moreover, he could not conceive it possible that 
so enormous an abuse of power would be perpetrated by 
any President. 

Fellow-citizens, I fear this enormous abuse of power has 
been pract cod, and toa greater extent than 1 had any sus 
picion of, until very recently. Certain it is, that every at- 
tempt to investigate alleged or suspected abuses of this kind, 
have been obstructed, evaded and foiled, with an 
and upon pretexts which are wholly unjustifiable, and the 
resort to which is well anlgnanns to engender the suspi- 
cion, that the investigation would expose cases,$0 Ae 
ous and so flagrant, as to arouse public indignation and des 
mand signal punishment. But, however this may be, pub- 
lic purity, the principles of the Constitution, a just jealousy ; 
of the danger of Executive power patronage, all re- 
quire that the country should know what are the principles 
of all parties on this subject, and if those principles are an 
conflict with the genius of our institutions, whether they can 
be restrained by legislation or punishment. The resolutions 
offered by myself, and now pending, present these questions 
for the judgement of the House of Representatives and of 
the country. : 

In the conflicts of opinion and struggles of party which 
have grown out of, and been connected with the, Currency 
question, a small division of the Administration have » 
been placed in opposition to the great body of that party, 
at least among the politicians. They have thrown off the 
shackles rty, in those conflicts and struggles, in despite 
of the terrors of denunciation. Although diminutive in poit— 
of numbers, they have proved themselves gallant in spirit, 
and efficient in action. Ridiculed as a mere ‘« corporal’s 
guard,”’ they have had strength to turn the tide of battle— 
and having, as I believe, saved the country from rain in the 
present crisis, they will merit as a compliment, the cogno- 
men of ‘“‘ Conservatives,” cast oa — — by —— 
reproach. Agreeing with them in their genera} course 
‘quale and sympathising with them most cordially in the 
noble and heroic stand they have taken, itis my pride br 3 
avow, that, so far as I have any party associations and P 
finities, I am with them. They are indeed a Spartan band, 
of whom it may be said in the language of Henrythe Fifth, 
on the eve of the battle of Agincourt : 

“If they are marked to die, they are enough 
To do our country loss ; and if tolive, 
The fewer men the greater share of honor.” 

I regret, fellow-citizens, that I have not-had-time to con- 
dense this address into a smaller compass. I wished to 
exhibit in one view, my rot politial action wap 
upon all the great subjects 0 tical excitement 
caveat which have arisen while I was your Representa- 
tive. I may ibly are —— to mens some <r 
may be thought w notice by some of you. 
beak more anxious to - | <ahaomeaee the integrity and fidelity 
of my action, than to establish its wisdom. — My leading 
principle, as a politician, has been to avoid yielding. to the 
seductions and shiloouphtonl ations of party — aa in 4 

uage of a phil ical statesman, I rega as 

moss PA a for the benefit of the few.” And if 
I may assume the privilege of ad monition—whnch I hope * 
you will excuse, in consideration of my sincere and zealous 
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auxiety for the welfare of those who have so long and 80 
generously honored and confided in me—let me beg of you 
uever to put your trust in the fidelity or virtue of any politi- 
cian, whose chief claim to your support is placed, not on the 
soundness of his principles, but on his protessions of devo- 
tion to a party. 

I bid you, fellow-citizens, most gratefully and affection- 
ately, farewell. 





JNO. M. PATTON. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


TWO DAYS LATER FROM ENGLAND. 

By the arrival of the packet United States, from Liver- 
pool, whence she sailed on the 9th of April, we have Liv- 
erpool papers to that date, and London to the 8th inclusive 
—one day later from London than we had by the Great 
Western. The hasty glance we have had time to give our 
files, has presented nothing of much interest. 

PARLIAMENTARY Proczepines.—Our last summary of 
these proceedings came down to the 5th of April inclusive. 
On the 5th, in the House of Lords, numerous petitions for 
the immediate abehtion of apprenticeship in theWest In- 
dies, were presented by Lord Kenyon, the Marquis of 
Northampton, and Earl Fitzwilliam, each of whom, howev- 
er, declared that he dissented from the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. 

The Earl of Shrewsbury gave notice that atan early day 
after the recess, he should bring forward the subject of 
Catholic oaths. 

The earl of Ripon (Lord Goderich) moved for Papers re- 
lating to church commissioners for Ireland, and their pro- 

ings, which, after a discussion of some length, were 
ordered. 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Blackstone moved that 
the printer of the Morning Chroniclé, and John S. Poulter, 
Esq. be called to the bar of the House on Monday, for a 
breach of privilege—the latter in writing and the former in 
printing a letter, alleging that Mr. Poulter had been ‘unseat- 

y an unprincipled combination—by a corrupt majority 
of a committee, &c.—in short, charging frau upon the 
election committee which had declared him not duly elect- 
ed for Shaftsbury. : 

After remarks by several members of the Committee, 
and by Mr. O'Connell and Lord John Russell, the motion 
was agreed to. 

_The House then went into Committee on Lord Glenelg’s 
bill to amend the act abolishing slavery, 
clauses. 

Mr. Stewart moved an amendment, providing for an ab- 
olition of the apprentice system, on the Ist of August next, 
which was lost, 116 to61. The bill essed through the 
Committee, and was ordered to be reported the next day. 
After which the House adjourned. : 

The latest accounts from Canada were receivad on the 
6th of April, and gave information of the final movements 
by Drs. Nelson and Cote on the Vermont frontier, and by 
Messrs. Duncombe and McLeod on that of Michigan.— 
They formed a rich subject for sarcasm to the London pa- 
pers, and the Herald says, created considerable satisfaction 
in the city. 

We see no confirmation of the statement that the Bank 
of England had resolved to ship no more bullion to the 
United States. [Commercial Advertiser. 

MEXICAN PORTS BLOCKADED BY A FREXCH 
SQUADRON. s 

The Washington Globe of Thursday night contains copies 
of official communications from Commodore Dallas, on 
board the United States frigate Constellation, in Pensacola 
Bay, to Mahlon Dickerson, Secretary of the Navy, giving 
information of the blockade of all the ports of Mexico, by 
the French squadron, in consequence of the rejection of the 
ultimatum addressed to the Mexican Government. 

The Minister Plenipotentiary of France in the United 
States, E. DePontois, communicates the fact of the block- 
ade to Mr. Forsyth, our Secretary of State, saying : 

-“ All-the ports of Mexico are declared to be in a state of 
blockade. This blockade is rendered effective (or to be 
enforced) with regard to Vera Cruz, from and after the 
15th of the last month, and has doubtless been sirice ex- 
tended to other ports of the Republic. 

“ The orders received by the commander, Bazeche, for 
the execution of the duty committed to him, are, as you see, 
sit, from the annexed extract of the despatch sent to me by 
Baron de Deffaudis, entirely confurmable with the liberal 
principles professed by France on the subject of blockades ; 

are drawn up in such a manner as to preserve neu- 
trals, especially the vessels of the United States, from all 
restraints and vexations, (entraves) which are not absolute- 
ly indispensable for the attainment of the lawful ends pro- 
posed by the King’s government.” 
Office of the Pensacola Gazette, April 25, 1838, 
IMPORTANT FROM MEXICO. 

The United States’ schooner, Grampus, Sanders, Lieu- 
tenant Commanding, arrived this morning from Vera Cruz, 
and brings intelligence that the French squadron is now 
blockading the Mexican coast. It was supposed that the 
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castle of San Juan dé Ulloa, would be immediately invest- 
ed, and that from its condition it could not hold out any 
length of time. 

The Mexicans were willing to pay the indemnity demand- 
ed by the French, but the latter required some apology, 
which the Mexican Government refused to make. One in- 
dividual had offered 10,000 horses, and the church had 
agreed to supply one million of dollars to carry on the war. 

Lhe French squadron consists of one frigate and five 
brigs of war, to whigh additions are expected. The French 
ships of war at Martinique and Havana, had been ordered 
to repair immediate'y to Vera Cruz. 

The Mexican Government is confident of its strength and 
ability to. meet the present emergency, but apprehensions 
were entertained that if the French squadron should bom- 
bard the city of Vera Cruz, the federal party would take 
part with the enemy, and the city be toeel. All the wo- 
men and children were removing to Jalapa, a town a few 
miles from Vera Cruz. The Mexicans and inhabitants 
were removing all their valuables. 

While the Grampus was at Vera Cruz, intelligence was 
received from the seat of Government, that the Mexican 
Congress had before them a preposition to expel all 'rench- 
men from the Repnblic. 

The French brig of war Eclipse, also arrived this morn- 
ing, and exchanged salutes with her squadron. 

South Sea Expedition.—Lieutenant Charles Wilkes 
was appointed @ tie 20th inst. to the command of the 
South Sea Surveying and Exploring Expedition, and has 
entered actively on the duty of making the necessary prep- 
arations for the cruise. The squadron will consist of the 
sloops Vincennes and Peacock, the ship Relief, and brig 
Porpoise. The Macedonian and Relief will proceed short- 
ly to Norfolk,-and the Porpoise will return to that port in 
a few days, from her present duty of surveying several of 
the Southern harbors. 

AWFUL FIRE IN CHARLESTON. 
Office of the Chronicle and Sentinel, } 

: 4 Aveusta, Ga. April 23, 6 o’clock P. M. 

We learn with the deepest regret, by passengers from 
Charleston, S. C., who arrived here this evening by the Car- 
olina, Rail-Road, that.the city of Charleston has been visit- 
ed by one of the most awful and destructive fires that has 
ever visited any city in the United States. One THIRD oF 
THB CITY WAS LAID IN ASHES at the departure of the cars 
this morniug at 6 o’clock, and the fire was raging as if 
it werld consume at least one third more. 

The fire broke out last night at a quarter past 8 o'clock 
in a paint store, on the western side of King-street, corner 
of Beresford-street. The wind blowing strongly from the 
south-west, blew the flames diagonally across King-street, 
and at the time of the departure of the cars, the whole sec- 
tion of the city above Beresford-street up to Society-strect, 
and east of King-street to the Bay, was burnt down or 
burning. From Beresford to Society, are four streets— 
from King-st. to the Bay about as many, or perhaps more. 
The fire had also extended four or five blocks west of King 
st. and was still progressing with terrific rapidity up that 
street in the direction of Boundary-st. when the cars left. 
Our informant believes it impossible to calculate what will 
be the extent of the fire, as it seemed in no way checked at 
6 o’clock this morning. _, 

Among the buildings consumed, are a number of church- 
os, the new theatre, the splendid new hotel recently erect- 
ed, and the whole market except the fish market. Nearly 
all the large merchants in the centre of business on King- 
st. were burnt out—among them, Parish, Wiley & Co., C. 
& G. H. Kelsey & Co., Boraem.& Co., andall that neigh- 
borhood; and the large store house of Miller, Ripley & 
Co., on the corner of King and Socicty-strects was catch- 
ing the flames when our informant lett. The Merchant’s 
Hotel, formerly Miot’s, had not caught, but it was believed 
to be impossible to save it. At Norris’ Hotel, still higher 
up King-st. on the west side, they have removed all the fur- 
niture and bedding, in almost certain anticipation of being 
burnt out. 

A large number of houses had been blown up, but to no 
purpose. All the powder in the city was exhausted, and 
all the water in the pumps, and the peuple wearied with a 
whole night’s incessant and unavailing toil, found them- 
selves this morning able to make but a feeble resistance to 
the still raging and devouring flames. A number of per- 
sons had been killed by the blowing up of the houses and 
throwing the furniture into the streets. The Steamboat 
Neptune, lying in the Bay, caught fire, but it was fortunate- 


ly extinguished, 
The tripks, directed to this office, and to the Coustitu- 
tional offica, from the Newspaper offices in Charleston, fail- 
ed to.come this eveniug, as we presume no papers were 
printed there fast night; and as the reguiar mail was closed 
last night before the fire broke out, no other information 
has been received here, than that from passengers, which 
is necessarily limited as to particulars. 

This is indeed a mournful catsstrophe. A flourishing 
city laid in ashes—the people burnt out of home and sub- 
stance, and millions of property destroyed in a single night! 
The Insurance Companies of Charleston, we learn, are of 
small capitals, and will every one, no doubt, be ruined, and 





still be unable to make good but a small portion of ty) 
losses. Hundreds of families must be atcerly ruined hi 
general calamity. Years cannot make Charleston what 
was. 

P. S. Since the above was written we have been sh 
a letter from Charleston, clused a little before 4 o'clgl 
this morning, and brought up by a passenger, which @ 
firms all the important facts stated above. It also s 
that the rigging of many of the vessels lying at the wha 
had been burnt. ' 

Later—The Charleston Fire.—A slip from the Chat 
ton Mercury of Monday the 30th ult., received by thism 
ing’s mail, says—‘‘ Total number of dwellings and st 
destroyed, including Norton’s old Rice Mills, Kerr’s Wh 
set on fire by flakes falling on a pile of light wood 
burnt to the ground, 560. The number of out-buildi 
destroyed estimated at about 598—total number of buj 
ings destroyed, 1,158. Such is the mere arithmetic of tf 
fnghtful calamity—who shall count the mental suffering, ¢ 
loss of hope, of security, of comfort? Upon the bes © 
timates which have been made to us, up to the latest how, 
we set down the loss of property at over $3,000,000. Thy 
whole amount covered by insurance, is not far from $l, 
500,000. Of this $75,000 falls upon the Georgia ‘offity 
at Augusta. The new Hotel was insured in this city fr 
$60,000, and $40,900 in Augusta. It isbelieved now, thit 
the offices here will pay all, or very nearly all, of their ft 
bilities. 

Fire at Vicksburg. This ill-fated city was visited by 
another destructive conflagration on Friday last. The fig 
broke out about 2 o’clock in the afternoon, in the stableg 
Messrs. Ayre & Swain, on 1st East-st., in the north-west. 
ern extremity of the town. Nearly the whole square was 
destroyed—consuming property to the amount of $30,000; 
no insurance. The dwelling of William H, Sims, Enq, 
the store and dwelling of Messrs. Ayre & Swain, and the 
boarding house of Mrs. Fretwell, with all the out-houses, 
were destroyed. [N. O. Picayune, April 26. 


LATE FROM FLORIDA. 

We understand reports have been received at the War 
Department, stating that Alligator, one of the most active 
and warlike of the hostiles, had surrendered at Fort Bas* , 
singer on the 4th of April. He was found with 88 of his! 
people, among whom was John Cowaya and 27 blacks, to 
the south-west of Okeechobee. Alligator was to return to 
his party, and by means of runners, collect all the scatter- 
ed Indians, and concentrate them at Pease Creek. It ig 
confidently expected that Coachoochee, with a small p 
can be prevailed on by Alligator to come in. 

In addition to the above, it is also learned that 45 Indé 
ans, 17 of whom are warriors, were recently captured by@ 
detachment of regular troops and Tennessee volunteers, tir 
der Lieut. R. Anderson, 3d Artillery, and are now et Fort 
Lauderdale. Gen. Jesup, at the last advices, was at Tamps 
Bay. . 

Dividends.—The Greenwich Bank has declared a div- 
dond of 8 per cent. payable on and after the 10th inst.— 
Capital $200,000. 

The National Bank has also declared a dividend of 8 per 
cent. for the year ending 21st ult., payable on the 10th inst, 
Capital $750,000. 

Likewise the Lafayette Bank a dividend of 8 per cenity, 
for the year ending Ist of January, payable 12th inst. Cap- 
ital $500,000. 

This swells the amount of Bank dividends which have, 
been declared in New-York and Brooklyn within a short 
time past, tv $1,356,720, ona capital of $15,761,200.— 
None of this money has yet been paid, except $150,000.— 
The remaining $1,206,720}will all be paid within ten days, 
and most of it in five. There isa capital of $5,350,000 yet™ 
to declare dividends, exclusive of the Dry Dock, and Dela-, 
ware & Hudson. [Journal of Commerce. 


Another Steam Boat Accident, with loss of Life.—The) 
Wheeling (Virg:) Gazette of Monday says: 

“The steamers Ontario and Pioneer, in coming up they 
river, came together about 130 miles this side of Cincinna- 
ti. The former, in attempting to pass the latter, rany 
into her without any material injury. A short time after 
wards in attempting to pass again, the pilot of the Pioneer; 
in order to return the compliment, ran into the Ontario, 
striking her near the stern, smashing in her guards, a 
killing a child about 12 years of age, and dangerously, 
wounding two others, a lady and child. The pilot, we ume 
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d-rstand, is named George Bell.” 
Counterfeiting.—The Deputy Marshal of Ohio, says t®" 
Cieveland Herald and Gazette, has lately broken up a speci®” 
paying Bank at Cuyahoga Falls. F our individuals weream 
rested and the operations of the mint were stopped, as the 


to the Bentonian notion of a hard money currency. 
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Mexican dollars coined, though excellent, hardly come up ” 








